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PREFACE. 

The present work is intended as a continuation of my 
First Middle English Primer ; it will, I hope, be welcome, 
not only to those who have already worked with the earlier 
book, but also to the more numerous class of students who 
simply wish to acquire the power of reading Chaucer at sight 
in such a way as to do full justice to the metre, and at 
the same time to restore, as far as possible, the genuine 
Middle English pronunciation. 

My grammar is based mainly on Ten Brink's Chaucers 
Sprache und Verskunst, although, as will be seen, I differ 
from him on many questions of pronunciation. As regards 
verlu, verieWy &c, I have adopted Henry Nicol's view (Transs. 
Phil. Soc. 1877-9, **)> which Ten Brink seems to have over- 
looked. In the treatment of the French elements and the 
versification I have followed him more closely, as also in 
the inflections. 

The phonetic transcriptions added to the Complaint to 
Pity and the Prologue may seem too minute and conjectural. 
But in studying a dead language we must adopt some definite 
pronunciation, and it is surely better that the beginner should 
have the benefit of the knowledge and experience of others — 
however imperfect the results may be — than that he should 
be left to flounder about by himself. Those who find a 
difficulty in realising a phonetic notation would do well to 
work through a few pages of my Elementarbuch des ge- 
sprochenen Englisch. 



VI PREFACE. 

To avoid clashing with the volumes of Chaucer extracts 
already published by the Clarendon Press, I have followed 
the advice of that old Chaucer hand, Dr. Furnivall, and 
made my selections mainly from the minor poems, adding, 
however, the greater part of the Prologue to the Canterbury 
Tales, together with an abridgment of the Pardoner's Tale, 
so as to complete the view of the development of Chaucer's 
genius in its chief aspects. 

. The text of the last two pieces is based on the Ellesmere 
MS., which certainly comes nearer to Chaucer s own language 
than the Harleian, that of the others on the one-text editions 
of the Chaucer Society. I have made as little alteration as 
possible in the MSS. texts, although metrical considerations 
made an exact reproduction of any one MS. impossible, and 
I have not hesitated to remove distinctly un-Chaucerian 
spellings wherever they seemed likely to confuse the 
beginner. I have not attempted to forestall the inevitable 
German who, it is to be hoped, will some day give us a 
critical edition of Chaucer, but have contented myself with 
attempting to construct a readable, metrical text. Whenever 
I introduce a conjectural reading, which I have frequently 
had to do in the Minor poems, I give the MS. reading at 
the foot of the page. I need scarcely say I have utilised 
Ten Brink's critical editions of the Complaint to Pity and 
the Prologue. 

Rhiconich, 

ao Aug. 1886. 
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SECOND MIDDLE ENGLISH PRIMER. 



GRAMMAR. 

Chaucer was a native of London, and his dialect is the East 
Midland of the second half of the fourteenth century, mixed, 
however, with some Kentish and West-Saxon elements. 
In its grammatical forms Chaucer's English is closely allied 
to that of the Ormulum. In its spelling it shows the same 
French influence as the Ancren Riwle, only stronger. The 
two main changes that took place in the language itself 
during the fourteenth century were (i) the further loss of 
grammatical forms, and (2) the wholesale introduction of 
French words. 

SPELLING. 

The chief innovations in spelling that took place in the 
course of the fourteenth century (some of which began 
earlier in some parts of the country) were the following. 
The sound of (uu) was represented by the French ou, u 
keeping its older value of French u, long and short, as also 
that of short (u) in many cases. But as in writing u was 
. • liable to be confused with some other letters, especially n 
\ and /w, the sound of (u) was, according to French usage, 
: expressed by in such words as sone 'son/ somer, world \ 
cors=curs 'curse/ &c. As /was an ambiguous letter, y — 
again after French usage — was substituted for it, especially 
\ when in juxtaposition with «, «, m, as in wjyues—iwy^-* 
\.jyn* ' fine/ and generally at the beginning scn<i «cA- OL^i^^s* 
# Initial u was often written v> as in vndn^^^^^ i ^^ 
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2 GRAMMAR. 

often written as a capital letter. The diphthongs at, au, &c., 
were often written ay, aw, especially at the end of words, o 
before a vowel, as in say, lawe. w was also written for u in 
such words as narw, sorwfid, on the analogy of narwe (plur.) 
and sorwe, where it represented the cons. w. In the con- 
sonants 9 was completely, and J> and 5 almost completely 
disused, sch being also gradually supplanted by sh. f was 
no longer allowed to represent the sound of v (except in of). 
>> was used as a consonant instead of palatal 3. 

In the spelling used in this book, which is in most cases 
that of the Ellesmere MS. of the Canterbury Tales, the 
following letters and digraphs (denoting simple sounds) 
occur: a, b, c, d, e,/,g, h, i, ie,j, k, I, m, n, o,p,ph, q{u), r, 
s, /, th, u, v, w 9 x,y, z. In the MSS. j hardly ever occurs, 
being usually written i or /, or expressed by 3, and u and v are 
used to express both the vowel and the consonant ; in this book 
i and j, u and v are distinguished as in the present spelling. 
The long vowels are often denoted by doubling, especially 
in monosyllables, and when final; but i and u are never 
doubled, because of the confusions that would arise* In this 
book diacritical marks have been added to some of the 
letters to distinguish their sounds, giving the following 
additional letters : /, g, 0, g, U, u, long vowels being marked 
Q, unless already doubled in the MSS. 

PBOBTUNCIATIOW. 

The following table shows the probable pronunciation of 
the vowels and diphthongs : — 



» (a) 


man 
name 


as in aha ! 
„ aha! 




day 
cause 





PRONUNCIATION. 



8 (e) 

e, ie, ye (ee) 

9 
ei,ey 

tt,Sy 
eu, u 

i»y 
*>y 

o 
5 

9 
<a,oy 

6u, 6w 
9U, gw 

u,w, 6 

on, ow 
ii 

u, ni 



w 

(ei) 
(eei) 

(«) 
(eeu) 

(£U) 

1(0 

(«) 

(o) 

(OO) 

(»> 
(Oi) 

(ou) 
(oou) 
(ou) 

/(«) 

l(») 
(uu) 

r(y) 
(yy) 



men 

he, meschief 

del 

wey 

grey 

keje 

newe, vertu 

shewen 

kyng 

in 

lif 

on 

god S 

brgd 

noise 

noght 

growen 

s$ule 

yong, narw 

us 

hous 

argiiment 

jtist 



as tn 



i» 



a 



ii 



ii 



it 



a 



a 



a 



a 



a 



a 



a 



a 



a 



a 



it 



tt 



a 



tt 



tt 



it 



a 



m*n. 

see G. 

th*re. 

vet 1, but broader \ 

=e + i. 

= S+i. 
=e + u. 

siF. 

in. 
sie G. 

OIL 

so G. 

broad, 

noise. 

=o+u. 

=6+u. 

=9+u. 

soul*. 

full 

muth G. 

6cuF. 

=zwide of F. u. 

=.long F. u. 



usen, fruit „ 

The pronunciation of the • weak ' e in name, &c, is un- 
certain, and it is safest to pronounce it like the e of men ; 
it probably varied between the e oi father and that oi fishes. 
When hs rhymes on ys> &c, it must, of course, be pro- 
nounced -is. 

The distinction between ei, ei, ei is not quite certain, and it is possible 
that they were all levelled under the fcr&. Sto sk&o ^ftCa. cu^ ^«&&> 
with otd, pu. 
The distinction of narrow and wide i te latent tea* ^asjMtoft 
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4 GRAMMAR. 

transcriptions of the beginning of the sixteenth century — the Welsh hymn 
to the Virgin (in Trans. Phil. Soc 1 880-1) being apparently still older — 
in which wide * is identified with the Welsh y. These transcriptions show 
that * was narrow, = (i), before the back conss. k t g, rj (as in sing) and 
before gh, and when final, and was wide, = (*'), elsewhere. Hence we may 
with some confidence assume that in Chaucer's pronunciation the i was 
narrow in such words as thikke, six, big, kyng, nygkt, many, and pro- 
bably also in such a word as pitee, where an unaccented * is followed 
by a cons, beginning an accented syllable ; and that it was wide in such 
words as wille, is, sitten, snibben. There is no direct evidence of a 
parallel distinction in u and ii, but these vowels no doubt followed the 
same law as i. 

The distinction between at and ei, as in day and wey, was probably 
still kept up in Chaucer's pronunciation, but the two diphthongs were 
beginning to be confused, probably through the a of ai being modified 
nearly to the sound of our vowel in man. ei probably had the broad 
sound of the diphthong in the Cockney pronunciation of name. 

e and were probably pronounced very close, approximating to 
l and u respectively. 

p= lengthened Old English o, as in brgken, bifyre, perhaps had a 
different sound (closer?) from that of g=*0. E. a, as in hgm. 

noght, &c, is often written nought ; the former spelling is adopted 
here to prevent confusion with ou — (xm) f this diphthong ou only 
occurring before gh. 

As regards the consonants, it is necessary to pronounce 
the doubled ones really double, stinne * sun 'as in ' penknife ' 
not as in 'penny/ So also in alle, sitten. ssh between 
vowels, as in fresshe, seems to mean (J]), but the doubling of 
the s when the sh is final, as mfissh, was unmeaning. The 
doubled cons, in French words, such as tirannye, do not 
necessarily imply that they were pronounced double: at 
any rate they were not pronounced double in French. 

Most of the consonants were pronounced as in the present 

English, c had the two sounds of (k) and (s) as at present* 

and was silent in the combination sc in such words as 

s&'aue, conscience. In all cases where g had the c soft ' sound 

(ds) *t is marked g in this book, g m ng *tck& \& Vm 

been always distinctly sounded*, as M *SSl Sa xa. «n&l'«cr& 



PR ONUNCIA TION. 5 

as longer. Double gg, as in egge 'edge/ was probably 
=(dd5), cch being =(ttf), as in cacchen. 

h was silent in honest, honour, humble and some other 
French words, just as it is in the present English. It was 
further dropped in unaccented words, such as he, hath, how, 
these words keeping the h when emphatic and accented. 

r was always a strong trill, as in Scotch. 

The vowel i, y was often pronounced as the cons, y 
when preceded by certain conss., especially /, n, s, and 
followed by a vowel, as in many a man, glgrie, famiilier, 
condicioun, such a word as the last having in poetry some- 
times four, sometimes only three syllables. // in French 
words, such as boillen, vitaille, was perhaps sometimes pro- 
nounced ly (y cons.) but it was generally = simple /. French 
gn, as in compaignye, Boloigne, was perhaps sometimes pro- 
nounced ny (y cons.), but in familiar pronunciation it was= 
simple n, preceded either by a diphthong, as in the two 
instances just cited, or by a long vowel, as in szgne= (siine), 
dignitee= (diinitee). 

gh had two distinct pronunciations. After the front vowels 
e, i it had the sound of German ch in ich, as in streight, high, 
hyghU This front gh was vocalized into consonantal y 
before a vowel, and then generally dropt, as in the plural hye. 
The other gh had the sound of German ch in auch, = the 
German ch in ach rounded. Hence it is always preceded 
either by (uu), as in ynough, plough, or by u forming the 
second element of a diphthong. This u is always written 
after a, as in taughte, laughter, while after o it is sometimes 
written, sometimes left- to be inferred from the following gh, 
as in trcgh, trough, thoghte, thoughte. This gh was often 
dropped before a vowel, especially after (uu), as in the plural 
ymawe. Both g As were occasionally dropp^toa^ ot\^ss«i. 
4 thus we find both streii and streight. 



6 GRAMMAR. 

s had the two sounds (s) and (z), as in the present English. 
Such words as has, his, was were probably pronounced with 
(z) when unaccented, but when accented they took the sound 
of (s). So also the unaccented -es in houses, &c. had the z- 
sound, while in monosyllabic plurals such as tres it probably 
had the j-sound, just as in ges. i geese/ 

The distribution of/" and v was analogous, and there can 
be no doubt that the accented adverb of '= ' off/ was dis- 
tinguished from the unaccented preposition of by the former 
having the/"-, the latter the 0-sound, just as at present. It is 
probable that emphatic and unemphatic a/were distinguished 
in the same way. 

It would, of course, have been practically impossible to write *ou=ov i 
&c. 

th had the sound of (5) in such words as that, this, then^ 
thou, as at present Unaccented th in loveth, &c, and in 
unemphatic words such as hath, with probably had the same 
sound, the last two assuming the (}>)-sound when emphatic. 
In some foreign words, such as apothecarie, it probably had 
the sound of /. 

s, f, and th in accented syllables were always voiceless 
finally, and voiced between vowels or vowels and voiced con- 
sonants : voiceless in hous, wyf, gth, voiced in houses (both 
ses), wyves, gthes ; voiced also in such words as brethren. 

As a general rule every written consonant must be pro- 
nounced. This applies especially to the k in kn-, and the w 
in wr-. 

Stress. 

There are three main degrees of stress or accent : strong, 

Aalf-s/rafig, and weak. In such a word as martyrdom t 

first syllable is strong, the second mak>fofc\^\.V^-*\Wi 

A poetry the strong and half-sttong taeBata ^«re *2tarct&' 



PHONOLOGY. 7 

change places where this was required by the metre, so that 
martyrdom could be pronounced with the strong stress on the 
last syllable. So also creature in poetry may have the strong 
stress either on the first or the third syllable, the second and 
fourth being always weak. Other examples are rgsoun, 
nature. The popular tendency in these words was no doubt 
to throw the stress back as much as possible. Even weak 
syllables often take the strong stress away from an adjoining 
strong syllable in poetry. Such weak syllables are called accent- 
uable. Final e, as in name, is never accentuable. Examples 
of accentuable weak syllables are afforded by the second 
syllables of wdrthy, syngynge, frendshtpe. Stress-shifting on 
to a naturally weak syllable at the beginning of a line or a 
metrical pause (caesura) should be softened down as much as 
possible by giving the two syllables a nearly equal stress, as 
in Pite 59 shfweth, Prol. 125 after. Stress-shifting on to the 
rhyme-syllable must, of course, be marked by a more emphatic 
stress, as in Pite 32 stideynly. These are the three places in 
which stress-shifting is most frequent. 



PHONOLOGY. 

Quantity. 

The most important change that took place in the fourteenth 
century was the lengthening of accented short vowels before a 
single consonant followed by a vowel, as in name, gten, byfgre. 
1 and u, however, were not lengthened: writen, sdne. 
Monosyllables generally kept their short vowels, which are 
lengthened when a vowel is added in inflection or otherwise : 
smaly plur. smdle, bath, plur. bathes > bathen verb. If the cons. 
is doubled when a vowel is added, tiieifc \&, ol wsxsfc-i ^^ 
lengthening of the preceding vowel : al> \>\ut. aUe. 
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r, I, n in a following syllable seem often to have kept 
vowels short, as in fader y fader, heven, h§ven, as also^ ; many, 
body. 

It is probable that at first the vowels were regularly lengthened in 
such forms as fader, heven, but kept short in the inflected forms fadres % \ 
hevnes, where the vowel is followed by two consonants. 

Long vowels were probably more or less shortened when unaccented, 
as in have when used as an auxiliary, or otherwise made unemphatic. 

Accented vowels were lengthened before ng, nd, mb, as in 
Igng, blynd, clymben, except that i and u were short before ng : 
syngen, sdngen ptc. 

Vowels, 

The distinction between close and open e and /, 5 and g is 
most easily learnt from the present spelling, in which, as a 
general rule, the close vowels are represented by ee, ie, oo, as 
in see, feel, field, too, moon = Chaucerian sen, felen, feld, to, 
mbne, the open by e, ea, o, oa, as in rede, sea, stone, broad = 
Chaucerian r$d, sg, stgn, brgd. Note, too, that b is pronounced 
(uu) in the present English, g being pronounced (ou). 

In who, two, womb the 5 has developed out of older g by 
the influence of the w. 

Close and open e and 5 are generally separated in rhyme, 
except finally, where e is allowed to rhyme on §, and o on g 
because otherwise there would not be rhymes enough. Thus 
se can rhyme on sl§ ' slay,' two on sg, &c. 

Older ogh regularly becomes ough, as in plough, ynough. 

Old-English y is generally represented by the Midland i 9 
as in bisy, synne, but also by the South-East-Midland and 
Kentish e, as in besy-=.bisy, kessen, and further by the West- 
Saxon ii, as in biisy, CaunterbUry. 

The French u was regularly diphthongized into eu when 
final or followed by a vowel, which pronunciation is here 
written u, as in vertu, cru$L TYie \aXtex ^o\& S&, Yutaed* 
often written crewel. 
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Consonants. 

Double consonants are written single when final, thus the 
plur. alle is written al in the sing. Conss. that were originally 
single are doubled between vowels in some words : God, gen. 
Goddes, skip, plur. shippes. 

Final unaccented n is often dropped in inflections such 
as the infinitive bynde(n), pret. pi. herde(n), and in derivate 
syllables, as in ofte(n). In the following frequent, mostly 
unemphatic words, it is regularly dropped before consonants 
(except h), and kept before vowels and h : gn, an, myn, thyn. 
So also frg is generally used instead of from before con- 
sonants. The n of on is dropt in o loft ' aloft.' 

Unaccented e. 

The unaccented e in such words as name, grene l§ves, was 
still pronounced in Chaucer's time, but was beginning to 
drop out. In this book the silent es are put in italics. 
Hence, although generally preserved strictly in rhyme, it is 
often dropped in the body of the verse whenever it suits the 
metre. It was, besides, more or less regularly dropped in 
accordance with certain laws. 

The most important of these is, that two 'weak' (com- 
pletely unaccented) *s were, as a general rule, not allowed 
in two successive syllables, one of them being consequently 
dropped. Thus f ether has plur. fetheres, often written fethres, 
foere was pronounced either pre or per, never as a trissyllable. 
Even after a half-strong syllable there was a tendency to drop 
a weak e. In this way the dropping of a final e often depends 
on the position of the accent ; thus, when such words as 
nature, manere retain their French accent on the middle 
syllable, the final e is always kept, but -wY&tv xh& ^ssssfc.^ 
thrown back to the first syllable, it is leg^axVj teop^A. 
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There was also a tendency to drop weak e in subordinate 
words, such as hire, ihise 'these/ w§re, before] in these 
words, indeed, and in some others, it is always silent. It is 
kept in writing, partly because it was probably sounded in 
the emphatic pronunciation of these words, partly because 
it in some cases was a guide to the pronunciation. Thus 
the final e of ihise shows that it was pronounced (S*z), and 
so distinguishes it from the sing, this =» (S/'s). 

There is also a strong tendency to drop final e in such 
words as sdne l son/ wbne ' habit/ and in participles such as 
write, ctime, which have dropped their final n — that is, after a 
single cons, preceded by short i or u. But these *s seem to 
have been kept in rhyme. 

This was probably the result of an unconscious desire to get rid of 
short accented syllables, which, through the general lengthening of 
short vowels before single consonants in such words as name, had come 
to be in the minority. 

Some words, lastly, had originally two forms, one with, 
the other without a final e\ such words are here, her t and 
tiipre, thfr* 

Other weak vowels besides e are dropt in some words. 
Thus the u in Jerusalem was silent, that is was contracted 
into thafs, this is into this. 

In verse, a final weak e was regularly dropt before another 
vowel beginning the next word, and, of course, before silent 
h, whether in such French words as humble, or in unemphatic 
words such as his, or in unaccented syllables, as in harneys 
when the stress is on the last syllable. Hiatus was freely 
allowed after the, and ne=' neither/ but not after »*= c not/ 
nor generally in other words, except after a pause. 

Other vowels were occasionally elided in verse before a 
vowel, especially those of Mi, the, to, *& m rn'owrgft^ tabyden. 



SUBSTANTIVES. 1 1 

INFLECTIONS. 

SUBSTANTIVES. 

The only regular inflections are the -es of the genitive 
singular, and of the plur., in which the gen. is the same as 
the ' common ' case (nominative). Substantives with irregular 
plurals form the gen. plur. by adding es to the common case 
plural : — 

Sing. Com. foul ' bird ' man 

Gen. foules mannes 

Plur. Com. foules men 

Gen. foules mennes 

When -es rhymes on ys &c, it is often written -ys. 

The e is often dropped when an unaccented syllable pre- 
cedes, as in hevents, faders (also fddres), ladyes, ladys, after 
vowels, as in fgs, and in French words, such as servaunts, 
often written servauntz. peny has plur. pens. 

Originally feminine nouns, such as lady, chirche, often keep 
their old genitive, which in these words is the same as the 
common case : his lady grace, the chirche dgre. Names 
ending in s are often uninflected in the gen., such as Troilus, 
Vptus. So also heritage, and some other French words. All 
native subst ending in s, f, th vocalize these conss. into (z, 
t$, v) before -es : wyf, gen. and plur. wyves. 

The following substantives are invariable in the plural: 

folk, hors, kyn, mgnpe, n§t ' cattle/ nyght, pound, ship, swyn, 

thyng, winter, y§r. But the regular plurals mgnpes, thynges, 

y§res also occur, fot as a measure is invariable in the plur. 

French words ending in hisses are often invariable in the 

plur. : cas, vers{es). 

The following show vowel-change; man, men ; •uoomman. 
w&nmm ; fof,fef ; gos, ges ; toth, teth. 
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The following form their plurals in -(e)n : asshe ; doghter 
(doghtren), fg (/gn),hgse, oxe, sho (shon), suster (sustren),ye 
' eye.' The regular plurals shos, sustres also occur, brother 
has plur. brethren, and child has plural children. 



ADJECTIVES. 

Adjectives have a strong and a w#tf£ form, which latter is 
formed by adding e, and a plur. formed also in e : 

Strong Sing, god Jffo£ &H?* gode 

Strong Plur. gode Weak Plur. gode 

The weak form is used after the definite article : the ydtige 
sonne, and other demonstratives : this ilke monk ' this same 
monk/ possessive pronouns: my swgrne brother, and as a 
vocative : live brother \ But if an attributive adjective is put 
after its subst. it keeps the strong form : on the morwe grey, 
now lady bryght \ 

Adjectives in -e, such as newe, are of course invariable, as 
also are such dissyllabic adjectives as cursed, honest. 

The comparative ends in -er (invariable), and the superla- 
tive in -est, which is declinable. gr§t compares gretter,grettest. 
The following are irregular ? 

gld elder eldest 

god better best 

evel werse werst 

muche(l) mgre mgst 

litel lasse lest. 
mgre has plur. mg. 



NUMERALS. 


NUMERALS. 


CARDINAL. 


ORDINAL. 


i 0n, Q 


firste 


2 two, tweye, tweyne 


other, secounde 


3 thre 


thridde 


4 foure 


ferthe 


5 fyf, fyve 


fifte 


6 six, sixe 


sixte 


7 sewne 




8 eighte 




9 nyne 




io ten 


tenthe 


ii elewne 




12 twelf, twelve 




13 threttene 


threttenthe 


14 fourtene 




15 fiftene 




16 sixtene 




17 seventene 




18 eightetene 




19 nynrtene 




20 twenty 




30 thritty 




40 fourty 




100 hondred 




1000 thousand. 
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The fuller forms fyve, &c. are generally used when the 
lmeral stands alone, or is put after its substantive. 
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PRONOUNS. 

The personal pronouns have two cases, nominatit 
ohlique, and are declined thus : — 





SINGULAR. 




Norn. 


I thou 




Ohl 


me the 

PLURAL. 




Nom. 


we ye 




Ohl 


us you 

SINGULAR. 






Masc. NeuL 


Fern. 


Nom. 


he (h)it 


she 


Ohl 


hym (h)it 


hire 




PLURAL. 




Nom. 


they 




Ohl 


hem 





l is really the unaccented form of ich, but this fuller 
is rarely used by Chaucer. 

thou is sometimes run on to a preceding verb, as in s 
= shall thou. 

The plur. ye, you is. often used as a sing, in resp 
address. 

The reflexive pronoun is often the simple pronou: 
generally self{selven, selve) is added : myself, thyself, hy 
(masc. and neut.), hire-self, oure-self y oure-self hem-sei 

The possessives are my(n), thy(n), his masc. and 
hire, oure,youre, here. 

myn and thyn drop their final n before conss. exce 
Jteeping it when they follow thek sotoaX.\ Grisilde 
They have plur. myne, thyne> as in children, myne \ \flas 
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precede their subst. the plur. in e only appears before a 
vowel, where it is, of course, elided, as in myne yen. The 
plur. of his is often written hise, but the e is never sounded. 

The absolute (predicative) forms of the possessive pronouns 
are : myn, thyn, his, hires , oures,youres, heres. 

The old indefinite me ' one ' still survives, but men c men ' 
is generally substituted for it, as in Prol. X49. 

Demonstratives, that, plur. thg. this, plur. thise. that 
is used in the sense of ' the ' in that ilke ' the same ' = thilke 
(for the ilke). ilke ' same/ this ilke, &c. The definite article the 
is indeclinable, swich, such, has plur. swiche adjectival, 
swiche substantival. 

Interrogatives. Nom. who, Obi. whom, Possessive whos. 
which, plur. whiche. whether, which of two ? As a conjunc- 
tion whether is often contracted into wh§r. 

Relatives, which is sometimes used as a gen., as in 
Prol. 4 : of which vertu, ' from whose virtue/ the which. 
who and that are also used as relatives, as also the com- 
pounds which-that, the which-that, that-he, that-his, thai- 
him, &c. 

Indefinites, gn, ngn, any. stim, plur. sdme. stfm-what. other, 
othres, plur. othre. al, plur. alle, al being generally used as a 
r plur. before the def. article, demonstratives, and possessives : 
al the wordes, al thy/rendes. al also preserves the old strong 
i gen. plur. in combinations such as here alter cappe (Prol. 
' 586), alder-best ' best of all.' eyther, neyther, gen. eytheres, 
f neytheres. §ch, dat. §che. everich-pn. many plur. many. 
f ■ many a(n). aught, oght. naught, noght. 



\6 GRAMMAR. 

VERBS. 

There are two classes of verbs, strong and weak, the former 
conjugated by means of vowel-change in the root, the latter 
by the addition of d (/). 

The following paradigm of the strong verb bynden will 
show the general scheme of endings : 

* INDICATIVE. SUBJUNCTIVE. 

Pres. sing. i. bynd-e bynd-e 

2. bynd-est bynd-e 

3. bynd-eth bynd-e 
plur. bynd-e(n) bynd-e(n) 

Pret. sing. 1. bgnd bound-e 

2. bounde; bgnd bound-e 

3. bgnd bound-e 
plur, ' bounde(n); bgnd bounde(n) 

Imper. sing, bynd ; plur. bynde(th), bynd. Infin. bynde(n). 
Pari. pres. bynd-ynge ; pret. (y)bounde(n). 

Some verbs have a gerund in -ne, which often drops the e t 
and is thus confused with the infinitive : to don(e), to seyn(e) 
1 say.' 

It will be observed that there is a tendency to extend the 
singular forms to the plur., especially in the pret. indie, and 
imperative. The tendency to drop final n also helps to level 
the endings, especially in the whole of the subjunctive. The 
only fixed endings are -e, -est, -etk, -ynge. 

STRONG VERBS. 

In these the 2nd sing. pret. indie, and the whole pret 
sub), originally always had the vowel of the pret. plur. indie. : 
/Aau founde, t/he bounde, &c, agreevn^ m&\. we boundm\\s& 
in most verbs the 2nd sing. pret. m&c. 1a \^n€^^ tc&kx *», 
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other persons of the sing. : thou drank instead of thou 

ke. The e of the 2nd sing. pret. indie, is not sounded ' 

pt in verbs of the 3rd conjugation. 

he endings -est and -eth often drop their vowel : lyest and 

\ cometh and cdmth. -(d)deth and (t)teth when contracted 

me -/, long vowels being shortened : slideth, slit; biddeth, 

fyndethy fynt\ biteth, bit; m§teth 'dreams,' met. -seth 

•mes -st t with vowel-shortening : riseth, rist. 

he en of the infin. drops its e in some verbs, especially 

s ending in a vowel : sen ' see/ sign, * slay.' 

he en of the part. pret. often does the same, especially 

vowels and r, /: slqyn f bgrn, sight. It often drops its «, 
:ially when i or u precedes, in which case the e is also 
t, though kept in writing : come, drive. The part. pret. 
1, though not necessarily, takes the prefix^, 
he following are the chief strong verbs. ' Weak ' forms 
narked with a star. 



I. ' Fall '-conjugation. 





PRET. 




INFIN. 




fel, fil 




fallen 


e 


welk 1 


, *walked* 


*walked 




let 




leten 


t 


slep, * 


'slepte 




t 


wep,*^ 


wrepte 






lep 






e 


grew 




growen 


e 


blew 




blgwen 


* 


held 




hglden 


e 


heng 




Vvqtv^.w 




1 P. F. 2tf. 




4 Im^x. Itf, lax 
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hgte {be called) 


het, *highte *, *hette 2 


hgten 


kngwe 


knew 


kngwen 


thrgwe 


threw 


thrgwen 




II. ' Shake '-conjugation. 


bake 


— 


baken 


for-sake 


'-sok 


-saken 


shake 


shok 


shaken 


shape 


shop 


shapen 


take 


tok 


taken 


wake 


wok 


waken 


swere 


swor 


swgren 


stgnde 


stod 


stgnden 


drawe 


drow 


drawen 


laughe 


lough 


laughen 


sle. 


slough, slow 


slawen 


heve 


haf 


— 


wasshe 


wessh 


wasshen 


waxe, wexe 


wex 


woxen 




in. ' Bind '-conjugation. 


bynde 


bgnd ; pL bounden 


bounden 


fynde 


fgnd ; pi. founden 


founden 


grynde 


— 


grounden 


wynde 


wgnd ; pL wounden 


wounden 


clymbe 


clgmb ; pi. clomben s 


clomben 


rynge 


rgng ; //. rongen 


rongen 


synge 


sgng; pi. songen 


songen 


sprynge 


sprgng ; pi. sprongen 


sprongen 


stynge 


stgng; pi. stongen 


stongen 


1 Also used 


as a Dres. 


*^.^.*& 



* Also cUmmbm (ft. 



VERBS. 
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e 


throng ; //. throngen 


throngen 




wrong ; pi. wrongen 
drank; pi. dronken 


wrongen 
dronken 




sank ; pi. sonken 


sonken 


e 


shrank 


— 




stank ; pi. stonken 


stonken 


2 (labour) 


— 


swonken 


tie 


-gan ; pi. -gonnen 
wan ; pi. w6nnen 


-gonnen 
wonnen 


ae 


swam ; //. swommen 


swommen 




ran; pi. ronnen 


ronnen 




karf ; pi. korven 


korven 


(die) 


starf ; pi. storven 


storven 




halp ; pi. holpen 
swal 


holpen 
swollen 


(burst) 


brast ; pi. brosten 


yolden 
brosten 




faught; pi. foghten 


foghten 



IV. * Bear '-conjugation. 



(tok) 



bar, ber 


bgren 


brak 


broken 


# — 


shgren 


spak ; pi. speken 


spoken 


stal 


stolen 


tar 


tgren 


trad 


trgden 


waf 


woven 


— 


wrQkew, Hit^E&b. 


cam, com ; pi cameiv 


corner 


nam, nom 


nomen 


C 2 





ao 


GRAMMAR. 






V. * Give '-conjugation. 


g#e 


gat 


g?ten 


mete {measure) 


mat 


meten 


bidde 


bad 


beden 


sitte 


sat, set 


" seten 


yive 


yaf 


yiven 


lye 


lay ; //. leyen 


leyen 


se 


say, saugh 


seyen, sene 


(quetoe) 


quoth, quod 


— 



VI. ' Shine '-conjugation. 

agrise(fc terrified) agrgs — 

bide bgd biden 



bite 


bgt 


biten 


dryve 


drgf 


dryven 


glide 


glQd 


gliden 


ride 


rgd ; pL riden 


riden 


ryve {tear) 


rgf 


— 


rise 


rgs 


risen 


shyne 


shgn 


— 


shryve 


— 


shryven 


smyte 


smgt 


smyten 


stride 


strpd 


— 


stryve 


strpf 


stryven 


write 


wrpt; pi. writen 


writen 




VII. i Choose '-conjugation. 

• 


chese {choose) 


ch$s ; pL chgsen 


chgsen 


cleve 


♦clefte 


clgven 


crepe 


cr§p ; *crepte ; pL crQpen crgpen 


lese (loose) 


*loste 


Vyteci^Vosfc. 


shete (sAoo/) 


— 


Sk^sr. 
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— sgden 

(lock) — loken 

^ {fly) fcigh* A e y > P?» flowen flowen 

'ee) fleigh, fley, *fledde — 

suffer) pi. dryen * — 

(bid) bad — 

(? owes its pret. bad to confusion with bidden (conj. 5). 

WEAK VERBS. 

ere are two conjugations of weak verbs: (1) those 
:>ret. in -de (-te); (2) those with pret in -ede (-ed). 





Conjugation I. 




INDICATIVE. SUBJUNCTIVE. 


Pres. sing. 


i. her-e her-e 




2. her-est her-e 




3. her-eth her-e 


plur. 


her-e(n) her-e(n) 


Pret. sing. 


1. herd-e herd-e 




2. herd-est herd-e(st) 




3. herd-e herd-e 


plur. 


herd-e(n) herd-e(n) 



per. sing, her(e) ; plur. her-eth, her(e). Infin. here(n). 
Part. pres. her-ynge ; pret. (y)herd. 

le endings -est and -eth are contracted as in the strong 
; : settetn, set, etc. 

le d of the pret. and part. pret. becomes / after /,/, s y f: 
Kygrette; kepen, kepte; kissen, kiste ; Ifven, lafte.' Final 
> the part. pret. is written -/, -rdd, -ldd~, -ndd- become 
-It-, -nt- respectively : girde, girtt % girt ; bilde^ "b\\U % 

1 P. F. 251. 
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bill ; wende, wente, went. Sometimes d is preserved, : 
gilde strpnes (The Hunt 338). -de, -d also become - 
after simple /(/), n(n) : felen, felte ; dwellen, dwelte ; n 
menie ; Irennen 'burn/ brente. -thd- becomes dd in I 
* make known/ kidde, kid (part, also kiiked). 

Many verbs shorten long vowels in the pret. and 
pret. : here^herde y herd ; felen,felte ; meten, mette. 

The following change / to a in the pret. and part, j 
dr§den^ dradde ; l§den, ladde ; Igven, lafte; rgven, r 
sprgden, spradde. clgthen has cladde, clad, but also clgtht 

The following show consonantal irregularities : 

drenche, dreynte. quenche, queynte. sprenge c spri: 
spreynie. 

bringe, broghte. bye, beye s buy/ boghte. cacchen, cat 
recchen ' care/ rogkte. r§chen 'reach,' raugkte. seken, st 
soghte. shriken, shrighte (shrikede). strecchen, strat 
tgchen, taught e. thenken, thencken 'think/ thogkte. th 
' seem/ thoghte. werken, wroghte. 

Conjugation II. 

INDICATIVE. SUBJUNCTIVE. 

Pres. sing. 1. 16v-e 16v-e 

2. lov-est 16v-e 

3. lov-eth 16v-e 
plur. lov-e(n) lov-e(n) 

Pret. sing. 1. lov-eck lov-ed* 

2. lov-edest lov-ede(st) 

3. lov-ed? lov-ed? 
plur. 16v-ed(en) lov-ed(en) 

Imper. sing. 18v-e ; plur. I6v-eth. Infin. lov-e(n 

Pari. pres. 15v-ynge •, pret ^\on-^&. 

The fall ending -eden of the piet. is twe. 
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The pret. is often contracted to Itivede. 

The shortened part. pret. is rare, except in French verbs 
with the stress on the first syllable : ypunissked=z (-ijt). Not 
in carted, studied &c. 

maken has pret. mdkede, made, part preLymad. 

quiten ' requite ' has part. pret. quit. 

STRONG- WEAK VERBS. 

INDICATIVE. SUBJUNCTIVE. 

Pres. sing. 1. can conne 

2. canst conne 

3. can conne 
plur. conne(n); can conne(n) 

Pret. kouthe, koude. Infin. conne(n). 

So also : 

dar, darst ; dorste. 

may, myght (mayst), pi. mowe{n). Pres. subj. mowe. Pret. 
myghte. 

mot c must,' most, moten ; moste. 

gwe, gwest, gweth ; oghte. 

shal, shalt, shulkn, skul(en) ; sholde. 

WQt i know/ WQst, wite(n). Imper. wite. Pret. wiste. Inf. 
wiien. Partt. witynge, wist. 

A similar verb is 

wil, wdl, wilt, wblt, wil(en), wol(en). Subj. wile, wdlle. 
Pret. wolde. Part. Pret. wold. So also nyl e will not/ pret. 
nolde. 
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IRREGULAR VERBS. 

am, art, is ; plur. be\n), rarely ar(n). Subj. be. Pret. was, 
wgre, was, w§re{ti). Subj. pret. ze//re. Imper. be; bith. 
Infin. be(n). Part, be-ynge ; be(n). So also »tfa« ' am not,' 
nis, nas, ngre. 

have, have, hast, hath, plur. hdve(n), ten, han. 2nd pers. I 
plur. also haveth. Pret. hadde, hade. Part pret. had. 

do, dost, doth, don. Subj. do. Pret. dide. Imper. do ; doth. 
Infin. do(n). Gerund to done. Partt. doynge ; do{n). 

£P> 2 S *> gQth, gp[n). Pret. wente,yede. Inf. gg(n). Partt 
ggynge; gp(n). 



KEY TO THE PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION. 

For the vowels see p. 2. 
/ The only consonant-symbols that require explanation are : 

i c. as in \ch G. 

i 8 „ then 

} j » you 

I 9 „ si^ 

I J „ nsh 

* x „ aur^ G. 

3 „ measure. 

The stress is marked as follows : 

The first syllable of a group is strong (s.) when no mark 
is prefixed ; if ( : ) is prefixed, it is half-strong (hs.), if ( - ) is 
prefixed, it is weak (w.) ; if ( • ) is prefixed, it is extra strong 
(es.). Unmarked syllables which do not begin a group are 
weak ; if preceded by a ( • ), they are half-strong. 

The following, therefore, is the accentuation of the first line 
of the Complaint to Pity : 

w. es. w.hs.w. s. hs. s.w. s. 
-pi *tee -flat'iiav souxt :so jora go. 



TEXTS. 

I. 

COMPLAINT TO PITY. 

i. Pite that I haw soght sq yore aggo, 
with herte soon? and ful of besy peyne, 
that in this world was never wight sq woo, 
withoute detii — and yf I shal nat feyne, 
my purpos was to Pite to compleyne 5 

upon the crueltee and tirannye 
of Low, that for my trouthe doth me dye. 

2. And whan that 1 by length* of certeyn yeres 
hadd* %vere in ogn a tyme soght to speke, 
to Pitee ran I, al bespreynt with teres, 10 
to preyen hir on cruelte me awreke; 
but §r 1 myght with any word outbroke, 
or tellen any of my peynes smerte, 
I fond hir ded and biiried in an herte. 

3. Adoun 1 fel, whan that 1 saugh the herse, 15 
[as] ded as stgn, whll that the swough me laste; 
but up 1 rogs with colour ful dyverse, 
and pitously on hir myn yen 1 caste, 
and ner the cors i gan to presen faste, 
and for the souk 1 shop me for to preye: ao 

/ nas but lorn — ther was tiq mcyce Xo sa^. 

21. iwas. 
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-pi *tee -oafiiav souxt :so jora go, 
-w/5 herte sor -and felov bezi peine, 
oaWnoYs wa/rld -waz mverwicfso wo, 

-w/fruute ds]> and**!irjalnat feine, 

-mii pwpos'waz -too piteetookwm pleine 5 

-u ponoVkreeuel teeand't/ra niie 

-ov *l«v -oaf formii troouSe doo]?mee diie. 

-and'whanoafii -bii lenobv sertein jtrez 

-had £vrm on -a tiime souxttoo sptke, 

-too pitee ranii, albe spreintw/5 tsrez, 10 

-too preienh/r -on'kreeuel teema wrtke; 

-b«t Erirmictar/S ani woorduut brake, 

-or tellen*ani -ovmii peines smerte, 

-ii fondh/r dsd -and byrjedman herte. 

-a duunii fel, -whan*oatii sauxoe herse, 15, 

-az dsdaz ston, :whiil*oatoe swuuxmee laste ; 

-but «pii ros, -w/tS kuluurfoldi verse, 

-and prtuusli -on h/rmiin iinii kaste, 

-and-nsroe kors -ii'gantoo prssen faste, 

-and'tortSe soul -irjoopmerfoitoo \>re^ % « ^ 

ii'nazbut hrn tSsrwraz'ito Taat\.oo se». 
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4. Thus am 1 slayn, sith that Pite is ded. 
Alias that day, that ever hyt shold* falle! 
what maner man dar now hold* up his hed? 

to wh5m shal any sorwful herte calle? 25 

now Cruelte hath cast to sl§en us alle, 

in ydel hop*, folk redeles of peyne — 

syth she is ded, to whom shul we compleyne? 

5. But yet encr^seth me this wonder newe, 

that no wight wggt that she is ded but 1, 30 

so many men as in her tym* hir knewe; 

and yet she dyed noght sq sodeynly; 

for 1 hav* soght hir ay ful besyly 

sith i first hadde wit or mannes mynde; 

but she was ded §r that 1 koud* hir fynde. 35 

6. About* hir hers* there stoden lustyly 
withouten any wqq, as thoghte me, 
Bounte parfyt, wel arm*d and richely, 
and fresshe Beaute, Lust, and Jolyte, 

Assured Maner, Youth*, and Honeste, 40 

Wis'dom, Estaat, and Dr§d, and Governaunce, 
confedred both* by bond and alliaunce. 

7. A compleynt had 1, writen, in myn hgnd, 
for to han put to Pitee as a bille, 

but whan i al this company* th§r fond, 45 

that rather wolden al my cause spille 
than do me help*, 1 held my pleynte stille; 
for to that folk, withouten any fayle, 
withoute Pitee may no, b\\\e svaik* 

33. hir ever. 
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rtfos'amii slain -sitS'Satpi teeiz dsd. 

-a lasoat dai, -Sat Everh/tjold falle! 

rwhafmaner man :daar nmrhold wpiz hsd? 

-too whoomjal'ani sor(u)fel herte kalle?, 25 

inuirkreeuel tee -haS kasttoo sknws alle, 

-in iidel hop, :folk rsdeksov peine — 

-sztS Jeei'z dsd, -too whoomJ«l*week«m pleine? 



-btft'jeten krsseS'meeoYs wander neeue, 

-Sat nowict wot -Sat'Jeeiz dsdbat ii, 30 

:so mani men -az'mer tiimir kneeue; 

-andjetjee diied'nouxfso swdeinlii; 

-for'iiav souxtir ai -f«l bezilii, 

-s/S'irf/'rst'hadde wit -or mannez miinde; 

-b«t*Jeewaz dsd -.ErSatirkuudir fiinde. 35 

-a'buut/r hers -$£r stooden l«stili 

-w/S'uuten'ani wo, -az J>ouxte mee, 

buun tee'par fi't, :weel armd -and nltjeli, 

-and frejje beeutee, l«st -and'dzoli tee, 

-a syyred maner, juuS -andones tee, 40 

wiz doom -es taat -and drsd -and*g«ver naunse, 

-kon fedred'boSbii bondand'ali aunse. 



-a kwmpleinfhadii wnTten -mmiin hond, 
-fortoohan ptfttoo pitee -aza bille, 
-but'whanii alo7s*k«mpa niiSsr fond, 45 

-Sat raaSerwolden almii kauze spille 
-than-doomee help, -irheeldmii pleinte stiUe\ 
-fortoofSat folk, -w&'u\itei\a.m fa&e, 
-m&uute pitee :marno biTta \a&fe. 



3<D TEXTS. 

8. Than lev* i al this* vertii*s sav* Pite, 

kep*yng* the core, as ye hav* herd me seyn, 
confed*red all* by bond of cruelte, 
and ben assented that i shal be sleyn; 
and I hav* put my compleynt up ageyn, 
for to my fogs my bilk I dar nat shewe, 
th' effect of which seith thus in wordes figwe 



50 



55 



9. Hiimblest of hert*, hy*est of reverence, 
benygne flour, coroun* of vertu*s alle, 
shew*eth unto your*, rial excellence 

your* servaunt, yf 1 dorste me so calle, 60 

hys mortal harm in which he is yfalle, 
and noght al ognly for his § vel fare, 
but for your renoiin, as he shal declare. 

10. Hit stgndeth thus: your* contrail, Crueltee, 
allyed is agayn your regalye, 65 
un-der colour of womanly beaute — 

for men [ne] shold* nat know* hir tirannye — 

with Bounte, Gentiless*, and Curteisye, 

and hath depryved # yow now of your place, 

that hyght 'Beaute apertenaunt to Grace.' 70 

11. For kynd*ly, by your* herytag* aryght, 
ye ben annexed ev*r unto Bounte ; 

and verrayly ye oghte do your* myght, 
to helpe Trouth* in his adversyte; 
ye ben also the coroun* of Beaute: 75 

and certes, yf ye wanten in this* tweyne, 
the world is lor* — thej is HQ m^ie Xo ^fftfe, 

50. ieve we. 7\.\ierj\»g^rj^.. 
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-San levii alSiz verteeuz saavpi tee, 50 

kee pirjSe kors, -azjeeav herdmee sein, 

-kon fedred al -bii bondovkreeuel tee, 

-and'beena sented :SatirJalbee slein; 

-and'iiav p&tmii k»mpleint opa gein, 

-fortoomii fos -miibiUirdaarnat /sue, 55 

-Se fektorwhi'tj :seij> $*s -in woordez ftue. 



ym blestov hert, :ii estovreve rense, 
-be niine fluur, -ko ruunov verteeuz alle, 
Jeu e&wrtoojuur riialekse lense 
-juur servaunt, ifii dorstcmee'SD kalle, 60 

-hiz mortal harm -iirwhitj-eeizi falle, 
-and nouxtal onli -foriz Evel faare, 
-bwfforjuur renuun, -azee'Jalde klaare. 

-hit stondetS $«s : -juur kimtrair, ikreeuel tee, 

-a liied'iz -a gainjuurrega Hie, 65 

:*m*derku luurov w&manliibeeu tee — 

-formenne-Joldnat knouirtira niie — 

-witS buuntee, idsenti les -andkwrtei ziie 

-and'haSde priived :juunuuovjuur plaase, 

-Sat hi^tbeeu teea*perte naunttoo graase. 70 



-for kiindli, :biijuur eritaasda rigt, 
-jecbeena neksed Evrwn'too'buun tee; 
-and verai'lii -jee ouxte'doojuur mi#, 
-too helpe -trooutS -irrhizad'versi tee; 
jee'beenal'so -Se koruunovbeeu tee % , *vt> 

-an' J sertez, -:/Ijee wantenmSiz VfftVae, 
-fc. wurld/z lor Ssriz'no mottoo «eta&. 
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12. £k what availeth Man*r and Gentilesse, 
withoute yow, benygne creature? 

shal Cnielte be now governeresse ? 8o 

alias! what herte may hyt long* endflre? 
' wherfgr*, but ye the rather take cure 
to breke that perilous alliaunce, 
ye sl§en hem -that ben in your obeisaunce. 

13. And further over, yf ye sufFre this, 85 
your* renoun ys fordoon than in a throwe; 

ther shal no man wit* wel what Pite is; 

alias that your renoun is fall* sq lgwe ! 

ye be than fro your* heritag* ythrgwe 

by Cruelte that occtipT*th your* place, 90 

and we despeyr*d that seken to your grace. 

14. Hav* mercy on me, vertiiouse quene, 
that yow hav* soght sg tenderly and yore; 
l§t som strem of your* lyght on me be sene, 

that lov* and dr§d* you ay len'ger the more; 95 

for, soth to seyn*, 1 bej* the hevy sggre; 
and thogh 1 be nat kunnyng for to pleyne, 
for Goddes lov*, hav* mercy on my peyne! 



15. My peyn* is this, that what sg 1 desire, 

that hav* I noght, ne ng thing lyk therto, 100 

and ever set Deslr* myn hert* on fire 
ek on that other syd*, wher* sg 1 gog; 
what maner thing that may encres* my woq, 
that have i redy, unsoght, $vety«\\^\ 
-roe ne Jakketh but my d$3a, wA ^a&a. ^ >$&. v 
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-sk whata vailetS manrand'dgenti lesse, 

-w*tS uute juu, -be niine*kreea tyyre? 

:Jal*kreeuel tee -bee nuu*g«verne resse? 80 

-a las :what herte :mai*t bqgen dyyre? 

wherfor -bwt'jee -oe raaSer taake kyyre 

-too brske'Satpe nlousali aunse, 

-jee sknenrSatbeen :mjuur*obei zaunse. 



-and'feroer over, :*fjee s«fre oYs, 85 

-juur renuumzfor doonoan -ma j>roue; 

-tferjal'no'man'wjlt weel :what *pitee is ; 

-a lasoat'juurre nuumz fallso buel 

-jee'beeSan'frojuureri taad&i Iproue 

-birkreeuel tee -oatoky piiojuur plaase, 90 

-and'weedes peird -Sat seekentoojuur graase. 

-hav mersronmee, iverteeu uuze kweene, 

-oat'juuav souxt :so tetiderliand jore; 

:kt*stan strsmovjuur lictoirmeebee seene, 

-Sat lwvand drsdjuu aHerj geroe more; 95 

-for soojrtoo sein, -ii bsroe hevi sore; 

and'oouxirbeenat kenning fortoo pleine, 

-for goddez'lwv -hav mersionmii peine! 

-mii peimz oYs, -Sat whatso'iide ziire, 
-Safhavii nouxt, -ne nof>ii)g liiktfcr too, 100 

-and Ever setde ziirmiin herton fiire 
-sk'onSat ooSersiid, -whsr soii go; 
-what maner JringSat'maien krssmii wo, 
-tSat'havii redi, zznsouxt, Evri vtafcie". 
:meen lakke&butmii ds]>, -and %aaB& \«fc. 

o 



^>^> 
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1 6. What nedeth to shew parcel of my peyne? 
syth every woq that herte may bethynke 

I suffre, and yet I dar nat to yow pleyne. 

For wel I wot, althogh I wak* or wynke, 

ye rekke noght whetlrer I flete or synke. no 

Yet nathel^s my trouth* I shal sustene 

unto my d§th, and that shal wel be sene, 

17. This is t5 seyn*: 1 wol be youres ever; 
thogh ye me sl§e, by crueltee your foo, 

algate my spirit shal nev*er dissever 115 

fro your* servis*, for any peyn* or woq. 
Sith ye be ded — alias that hyt is sogl — 
thus for your detii 1 may wel wep* and pleyne, 
with herte sor* and ful of besy peyne. 

1 10. read wot, thogh that (?). 



COMPLAINT TO PITY. 35 

:what needetS'too'jEU parselovmii peine? 

-siU'Evri wd -Sat hertemaibe £irjke 

-ii s#fr -and'jetii daarnat'toojuu pleine. 

-for weelii wot, -al ftouxii waakor winke, 

-jee rekke nouxt, iwhe'Serii fleetor sinke. no 

:jet*na$e Ies -mii trooutfrrjalsws teene 

-wn'toomii dtp, -and'Satfal'weelbee seene. 

-oYsVztoo sein : -ii'wwlbee juurez Ever ; 
-Souxjeemee sIe -birkreeuel tee -juur fo, 
-al gaatmii sp/'nt :Jal*nE*verdi sEver 115 

-fnrjuurser viis -forani peinor wo. 

-s/Sjeebee dEd a lastSatttf'z so! — 

-tfos'forjuur dip -irmaiweel weepand pleine, 
-w/tS herte sor -and follov bezi peine. 
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II. 

THE FORMER AGE. 

A blysful lyf, a paysybl* and swete 

ladden the peples in the former age. 

They held hem pai*d of frutes that they ete, 

which* that the feldes yaf hem by usage. 

They n§ere nat forpampred with owtrage: 5 

unknowen was the quyern* and ek the melle; 

they eten hawes mast, and swych pownage, 

and dronken water of the cglde welle. 

2. 

Yet nas the ground nat wounded with the plough ; 
but c5rn upsprgng unsgw* of mannes hond, 10 

the which they gnodd*, and eet nat half inough. 
Nq man yet knew the forwes of his lgnd ; 
no man the fyr out of the flynt yet fgnd ; 
unkorven and ungrobbed lay the vyne ; 
no man yet in the morter spices grgnd, 15 

to clarre ne to saws* of galentyne. 

3- 

Nq mader weld* or wgd no litestere 

ne knew : the fles was of his former hewe ; 
no flessh ne wyst* offenc* of egge or spere ; 
no coyn ne knew man which was fals or trewe; 20 
no ship yet karf the wawes gren* and blewe: 
no marchaunt yet ne fett* owtlandissh ware; 
no batails tromp*, for werres folk ne knewe, 
ne towres hye, and wa\\es io^i^.de ot sc\u.are. 

1. and a. 3. oi the. *i.™sfc.\»wfc» 

1 1. gnodded. **• ^* '«««*• 
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What shold* it han avayled to werreye ? 25 

Ther lay ng profyt, ther was ng rychesse. 

But corsed was the tym*, 1 dar wel seye, 

that men Jyrst did* hew sw§ty bysynesse, 

to grobb* up metal lurkyng* in derknesse, 

and in the ryver*s after gemmes soghte : 30 

alias ! than sprgng up al the cursednesse 

of coveytys*, that fyrst our* sorwe broghte. 

5- 

Thys* tyraunts put hem gladly nat in pres 

ne places wylck ne busshes for to wynne, . 

the,r poverte is, as seith Diogenes, 35 

ther as vitayl* is ek sg skars and thinne, 

that noght but mast or apples is therinne; 

but ther as bagges ben and fat vitaile, 

ther wol they ggn and spare for ng synne 

with al her* gst the cyte for to asayle. 40 

6. 

Yet wer* ng paleis-chaumbres ne ngn halles: 

in kaves and in wodes soft* and swete 

slep'ten this blessed folk withoute walles, 

on gras or l§v*s in joy* and in quiete; 

ng down of feth*res ne ng bleched shete 45 

was kyd to hem; but in sQrte they slepte. 

Her hertes w§er* al gn withoute galles; 

ev**rych of hem his feith to oother kepte. 

30. fyrst gemmys. 

34. no places wyldnesse ne no \>\&ssnes ioi \o ^ryK&&. 
44- & parfyt joye and qniete. 
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Unforged was the hawberk* and the plate: 

the lambyssh peple, voyded of al vyce, 50 

had'den ng fantasye t5 debate, 

but ech of hem wold* oother wel cheryce. 

Ng pride, ngn envy*, ngn avaryce, 

ng lgrd, ng taylag* by ng tyranye; 

limbless* and pes, good feith, th* emperice, 55 



8. 

Yet was nat Juppiter the lykerous, 

that fyrst was fader of delicasie, 

com* in this world; ne Nembrot, desyrous 

to reignen, had nat maad his toures hye. 60 

Alias ! alias ! now may men wep* and crye ; 

For in our* day*s nis noght but covetyse, 

doubl*ness* and tr^soun, [rancour] and envye, 

poysoun, manslaughter, and morth*r in sondry wyse. 






III. 

ADAM SCRIVENER. 

Adam Scryveyn, if ev*r it the byfalle 
Boec* or Troylus for to wryten newe, 
un-der thy lokkes thou most hav* the scalle, 
but after my mak'yng thou wryt* mgr* trewe : 
sg oft a day* I mot thy werk renewe, 
it to corect* and -ek to rubb* and scrape ; 
and al is thurgh thy negVyfeexvce wA ra.^. 

3. longloVkes. 
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IV. 

TRUTH. 

i. 

Fie fro the pres, and dwell* with sothfastnesse ; 

siifFis* thin gw*ne thing, thogh it be smal. 

For hord hath hat*, and clymbyng tykelnesse, 

prggs hath envy* and wek blent over al. 

Savour* no mgr* thann* the byhove shal; 5 

reul* weel thiself that other folk canst r^ede : 

and trouth* the shal delyv*r* — it is no drede. 

2. 

Tenrpest the noght al croked t5 redresse, 

in trust of hir* that turneth as a bal ; 

gr§§t reste stant in litel besynesse. 10 

By war therfgr* to spurn* agayn an al; 

stryv* not as doth the crokke with the wal ; 

dauirte thiself that dauntest oth*res dede : 

and trouth* the shal delyv*r* — it is no drede. 

3- 

That the is sent receyv* in buxumnesse; 15 

the wrastlyng for the world* ax'eth a fal; 
her is ngn hgm : her nys but wyldernesse. 
Forth, pylgrym, forth ! forth b^st* out of thi stal ! 
kngw thi contre ! 16k* up ! thank God of al ! 
hold the hy* wey*, and lat thi gost the lede, 20 

and trouth* the shal delyv*r* — it is no drede. 



40 TEXTS. 

4- 

Therfgr* thou wrecche, lev* thl wrecchednesse 

unt5 the world: lev'e now to be thral. 

Cri* hym mercy, that of hys hi* gddnesse 

mad* the of noght; and in especial 25 

draw* unto hym, and prey* in general 

for the and oth*re hevenlyche mede : 

and trouth* the schal delyv*r* — it is ng dre>de. 

V. 

THE HUNT. 
(From the Death of Blanche.) 

Me thoghte thus, that hyt was May, 

and in the dawnyng [asj 1 lay, 

me mett* thus in my bed al naked, 

and loked forth, for 1 was waked 

with smale foules, a gr§t h§p, 5 

that had affray*d m* out of my slep 

thurgh noys* and swet*ness* of her song; 

and al me mett*, they sat among 

upon my chaumbre-roof wythoute 

upon the tyles al aboute, 10 

and eve'rych song in hys wyse 

the mgste solempne servise 

by nggt* that ever man, y trowe, 

had herd, for som* of hem song* lgwe, 

som* hy*, and al of ggn acord. 15 

To telle shortly at qq word, 

was never herd sg swet* a Steven, 

22. vache. pine olde w. 27. and. Al lot o. \o <so«t*L 

//. song euerych. 



THE HUNT. 41 

but hyt had be a thyng of heven; 

sq mery a soun, sg swete in tunes 

that certes for the toun of Tunes 20 

1 noldi but i had herd hem synge. 

For al my chaumbre gan to rynge 

thurgh syngyng of her armonye, 

for instriiment ne melodye 

was ngwhere herd yet half sq swete, 25 

nor of acorde half sq mete; 

for ther was nggn of hem that feyned 

to syng*, for ech of hem hym peyned 

to fyncfe out mery crafty ngtes: 

they ne spared nat her thrgtes. 30 

And sooth to seyn, my chaumbre was 

ful wel depeynted, and with glas 

were al the wyndgw^s wel yglased 

ful clere, and nat an hggl ycrased, 

that to behgld* hyt was gr§t joye. 35 

For hglly al the stgry of Troye 

was in the glasyng ywroght thus, 

of Ector, and kyng Priamus, 

of Achillas and Lamedgn, 

of Medea, and of Jasgn, 40 

of Paris, Eleyn*, and Lavyne; 

and al the wallas with colours fyne 

were peynted bgth* [with] text and glgse 

of al the Romaunc* of the Rgse. 

My wyndgw^s w§re shette ech gn, 45 

and thurgh the glas the sonne shgn 

upon my bed with bryghte bemes, 

with many glade gilde stremes; 

g. swete entewnes. 29. of mery. $$. olV^gt- **&* ^ 

%e. 40. and eke of m. 41. and of "L. W «cAt\. 
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And $k the welken was sg fair: 

blew, bryght, [and] clere was the ayr, 50 

and ful attempre for soth hyt was : 

for neyther cgld nor hggt yt was, 

n* in, al the welken was a clowd. 

And as 1 lay thus, wonder lowd 

Me thoght 1 herd* an hunte blgwe, 55 

t' assay hys horn, and for to kngwe 

whether 'hyt w§r* cler* or hgrs of soun. 

And 1 herd* gpyng* up and doun 

men, hors, hound*s, and other thyng; 

and al men speken of huntyng, 60 

how they wold* sl^s the hert with strengthe, 

and how the hert had upon lengthe 

sq moch* enbussh*d — y ngt now what. 

Angpn-ryght whan 1 herde that, 

how that they wold* on huntyng gQQn, 65 

I was ryght glad, and up anggn 

my hors 1 took, and forth 1 wente 

out of my chaumbr*. I n§ver stente ' 

till 1 com to the feld withoute; 

th§r gvertok y a gr§t route 70 

of huntes and of foresteres, 

with many relay*s and lymeres, 

and hy*d hem to the forest faste, 

and 1 with hem. Sq at the laste 

1 asked ggn, ladd* a lymere, 75 

'say, felgw*, whoo shal hunte here?' 

quod 1, and he answer*d ageyn, 

'syr*, th' emperour Octovygn' 

quod he, 'and ys her* faste by.'. 

52. to cold. 58. bothe vp. 6*. entoa«&. *>v \sk& 

my hors. 
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'A Goddes half in tym*/ quod T, 80 

gg we fast*', and gan t5 ryde. 

Whan we cam to the forest-syde 

ev*ry man did* ryght anggn 

as to huntyng fil to doon; 

the mayster-hunt* anggn fot-hgt 85 

with a gr§t horn blew thre mgt 

at th* uncouplyng of hys houndys. 

Withynn* a whil* the hert [y]found* ys, 

ihatowed, and rechased faste 

Ignge tym*; and at the laste 90 

this hert rii'sed, and staal awey 

from all* the houndys a prive wey: 

the houndys had gvershgt* hym alle 

and wer* on a defaut* yfalle. 

Thejwyth the hunte wonder faste 95 

blew a forloyn* at the laste. 

I was gg walked frg my tree, 

and as I went* ther cam by me 

a whelp that faunid me as i stood, 

that folwed hadd*, and koud* ng good. 100 

Hyt com and to me crept* as lQwe 

ryght as hyt hadde me ykngwe; 

held doun hys hed, and joyn*d hys eres, 

and leyd* al smothe doun hys heres. 

I wold* hav* kaught hyt, and anggn 105 

hyt fledde, and was frg me gQQn; 

and 1 hym folw*d. And hyt forth wente 

doun by a floury grene bente 

ml thikk* of gras ful soft* and swet*, 

with flourys figl*, fair* under fet no 

x in goode tyme. 90. and so. loo.Vaft&fc'ftf^ 1 ^'* 

wente. 
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and litel Gs*d, hyt semed thus; 
for bgth Flora and Zephirus 
they tw5 that make floures growe 
had mad her dwellyng the.r, I trowe. 
For hit was on [for] to behglde, 115 

as thogh the erth* envye wolde 
to be gayer than the heven ; 
to hav* mgg floures suche seven 
as in the welken sterres bee. 
Hyt had forget* the povertee 120 

that wynter thurgh hys cglde morwes 
had mad* hyt suffr*, and his sorwes — 
al was forgete; and that was sene. 
For al the wod* was waxen grene; 
swetness* of d§w had mad hyt waxe. 125 

Hyt ys no ned ek for to axe 
whej there w§r* many grene graves, 
al thikk* of trees sg full* of leves ; 
and ev*ry tree stood b$ hymselve 
fro other wel ten foot or twelve; 130 

SQ grete trees, sg hug* of strengthe, 
of fourty, fifty fadme lengthe, 
clene without* bowgh or stikke, 
with croppes brgd* and ek as thikke; 
they were nat an ynch* asonder, 135 

that hit was shadw* gv*r al under. 
And many an hert and many an hynde 
was both befgr* me and behynde; 
of faunes, sowres, bukkes, dggs 
was ful the wod*, and many rggs, 140 

and many sqwire'les that sete 
ful high upon the trees, anA ste, 

127. where. 12%. ox$i.\ otfti. MSS. 
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and in her maner maden figstes. 

Shortly, hyt was sg ful of bastes, 

that thogh Argus, the ngble counter, 145 

set* to reken* in hys counter, 

and counten with his figures ten — 

for by thg figures mow* all* ken, 

yf they be crafty, reken* and noumbre, 

and telk of §v*ry thing the noumbre — 150 

yet shold* he fayl* to reken* even 

the wondres *me mette in my sw§ven. 



VI 

PARLAMENT OF BIRDS. 

1. 

The lyf sg short, the craft sg lgng to lerne, 

th' assay sg sharp, sg hard the conqueryng, 

the dredful joy* that slit alwey sg yerne — 

al this m§n* I bl Low, that my felyng 

astonyeth with his wonderful werkyng, 5 

sg sgre iwis that whan 1 on hym thynke, 

nat wgt 1 wel whether 1 flet* or synke. 

2. 

For al be that 1 kngw* nat Lov* in dede, 

ne wgt how that he quiteth folk here hyre, 

yet happeth me ful oft* in bokes rggde 10 

of his* myrakles and his cruel yre : 

th§r r§d* 1 wel, he wol be lgrd and syre ; 

1 dar nat seyn — his strgkes been sg sgre ; 

but God sav* swich a lgrd — 1 seye iol TM^tt. 

147. and relcene. 3. alwey VbsX ^afc~ 
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3- 

Of usag*, what for lust and what for lore, 15 

on bokes r§d* 1 oft?, as 1 yow tglde. 

But wherfgr* that 1 spek* al this nat yoore 

agon : it happed* me for to behglde 

upon a bok was write with letteres olde, 

and therapon a certeyn thing t5 lerne 20 

the lgnge day ful fast* I redd* and yerne. 

4. 

For out of olde feldes, as men sey, 

com*th al this newe corn fro y§r to y§re, 

and out of olde bokes in good fey 

com*th al this newe scienc* that men lere. 25 

But now to purpos as *of this matere, 

to r$de forth sq gan me t5 delite 

that al that day me thoghte but a lyte. 

5- 
This bok of which 1 make mencioun 

entytlt was al thus as 1 shal telle, 30 

Tullyus, of the drgm of Cipioun ; 

chapit*res sev*n* it hadd* of hev*n and helle, 

and erth*, and sgules that thgrinne dwelle, 

of which as shortly as 1 can it tre, te, 

of his sentence 1 wol yow seyn the gr§ete : 35 

6. 

Fyrst telleth it, whan Cipioun was come 
in Affrik, how he meteth Massynisse, 
that hym for joi* in armes hath inome ; 
thann* telleth he her* spech*, and of the blysse 
that was betwix hem til that day gan mysse, 40 

and how his auncestre Affrycaxi sq teerc 
gan in his slep that nyght to \v7tc1 %^t*. 
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Thann* telleth it that from a steny place 

how AfFrycan hath hym Cartage schgwed; 

and warned* hym byfgrn of al his grace; 45 

and seyde what man, lerned gther lewed, 

that loved* comoun profyt, wel ithewed, 

he shold* int5 a blysful place wende, 

there as joy* is that last withouten ende. 

8. 
Thann* axed* he if folk that now been dede 50 

han lyf and dwellyng in another place? 
and Affrican seyd* 'y$, withouten drede/ 
and that our* present worldes lyves space 
nys but a maner d§th what wey* we trace, 
and rightful folk shul ggn after they dye 55 

to heven; and schewed* hym the galaxie. 

9- 

Thann* shew*d* he hym the litl* erth* that her* is 

at 'regard of the heven*s quantite ; 

and after shew*d* he hym the nyne speres; 

and after that the melody* herd* he, 60 

that com*th of thilke speres thryes thre, 

that well*s been of musik and melodye 

in this world her*, and caus* of armonye. 

10. 
Than bad he hym, syn erthe was sg lyte, 
and full of turment and of harde grace, 65 

that he ne schold* hym in this world delyte. 
Thann* tgld* he hym, in certeyn yejes space 
that ev*ry sterr* shold* com* into his place, 
ther it was fyrst, and al schoV&e ovft ol ra^te. 
that in this world is don of a\ Y&ax&^Ti&fe. 



^ 
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II. 

Thann* prey*d* hym Cypyoun to tell* hym al 

the wey* to cSm* into that hev*ne blisse; 

and he seyd*: 'kngw thyself fyrst immortal 

and 16k* ay besyly thow werk* and wysse 

to comoun profit, 'and thow shalt nat mysse 75 

to comen swiftly to this place deere, 

that ful of blyss* is and of sgules cleere. 

12. 

But brekers of the lawe, soth to seyne, 

and lyk*rous folk after that they ben dede, 

shul whirl* aboute there alwey in peyne, 80 

tyl many a world be passed out of drede 

and that foryiven is his wikked dede; 

than shal they com into this blysful place 

to which to comen God the send* his grace.' 

13. 

The day gan failen, and the derke nyght, 85 

That reveth bastes from here besynesse, 

Berafte me my bok for lak of lyght ; 

And to my bed 1 gan me for to dresse, 

Fulfyld of thoght and b(isy hevynesse; 

For bgth* 1 hadde thyng which that I nolde, 90 

And ek 1 nadde that thyng that I wolde. 

14. 

But fynally my spirit at the laste, 
Forwery of my labour al the day, 
Tok rest* that mad* me [for] to slepe faste; 
And in my slep 1 mette, as 1 lay, 95 

How Affrican ryght in the sam* aray 
That Cipioun hym say by^ic lYttX x^^fc 
Was come, and stod right al 105 \*&fe* *Jte. 
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15. 

The wery hunter slepyng* in his bed, 
to wod* again his mynde ggth angn; 100 

• the jtige dr^meth how his* pl$$s been sped.; 
the carter* dr^meth how his cartes gon; 
the rich* of g5ld ; the knyght fyght with his fgn ; 
the syke met he drynketh of the tunne ; 
the lover* met he hath his lady wonne. 105 

16. 

1 can nat seyn if that the cause w§re, 

that I hadd* red of Affrican byfgrn, 

that mad* me [for] to m§t* that he stod th§§re. 

But thus seyd* he: 'Thow hast the sg wel bgrn 

in lokyng* of myn glde bok byfgrn, no 

of which Macroby* roghte nat a lyte, 

that sumd^l of thy labour wol I quyte/ 

17. 

Cytherea, thow blysful lady swete, 

that with thy fyrbrgnd dauntest whom the lest, 

and madest me this swev*ne for to m§te, 115 

be thow myn help* in this, for thow mayst best: 

as wissly as I say the north-north-west, 

whan 1 began my swev*ne for to write, 

sg yif me myght to rym* and $k t'endyte. 

18. 

This forseyd* Affrican me hent* angn, 120 

and forth with hym unto a gate broghte 

ryght of a parrok wall*d of grene stgn; 

and on the gat* with lett*res larg* iwroghte 

th§r* w§r* iwrite verses, as me thoghte, 

122. park, parkeMSS. 123. ouyr. la^NeiSYWt^Xft^^WS^&^wxtivss^ 
A/S&. 



50 SECOND MIDDLE ENGLISH PRIMER. 

on eyther syde, of ful gr$t difference, 12 

of which* i shal now seyn the pleyn sentence : 

19. 

' Thurgh me men gon into that blysful place 
of hertes h§l* and dfdly woundes cQre ; 
thurgh me men ggn unto the well* of grace, 
th§§r* gi»en* and lusty May shal §v*r* endure. 1. 
This is the wey* to al good aventGre. 
Be glad thow r$der*, and thy sorw* ofcaste; 
al open am 1: pass* in, and sped the faste.' 

20. 

' Thurgh me men gon than/ spak that other side, 
1 unto the mortal strokes of the sp§re, 1 

of which* disdayn and daunger is the gf de, 
th§r n§ver tree shal friit ne l§ves b§re; 
this str§m yow l^deth to the sorwful w$re 
th§r* as the fissh in prysoun is al drye; 
th'eschuing is gn'ly the remedye/ 1 



21 

This* vers of g5ld and blak iwriten w§re, 
the which* I gan astoned to behglde: 
for with that on encr^sed* ay mf figre, 
and with that other gan mf herte bolde ; 
that on me hett*, that other did* me colde. 
Nq wit hadd* 1, for errour, for to chese: 
to entr* or flen, or me to sav* or lese. 

22. 

Right a$ betwixen adamauntes two 
of §ven myght a pec* of ^ren set, 
ne hath no myght to meve too ne fro>— 
for what that on. m.ay \ia\e ^aaX o^aet Vx— 
ferde I that nyste vrtietYiei xaa ^*s» \*sX> 
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to entr* or lev*, til Affrydln my gide 
me hente and shof in at the gates wide; 

*3- 

And seyoV: 'it stondeth writen in thy face 155 

thyn errour, thogh thow telk it nat to me ; 

but dred the nat t5 com* into this place: 

for this wrifyng nys ngthyng ment bl the, 

ne by ngn but he L6ves servaunt be; 

for thow of lov* hast lost thy tast, 1 gesse, 160 

as sek man hath of sweti and bytternesse. 

24. 

But nathelgs, althogh that thow be dul, 

if that thow canst nat do, yet mayst thow se; 

for many a man that may nat stondi a pul, 

it liketh hym at wrastelyng for t5 be, 165 

and demen whether *he do bet or *he : 

and if thow havest cunnying for t'endite, 

I shal the shewe mater for to wryte.' 



*5- 
With that myn hgnd he tok in his angn, 

of which 1 confort kaughte, and went* in faste. 170 

But lgrdl sg i was glad and wel begggnl 

for gwral where that I min* yen caste, 

were trees [y]clad with lews that ay shal laste, 

§ch in his kynd* of colour fressh and greene . 

as emeraud*, that joye was to seene. 175 

26. 
The byldere gk; and ek the hardy assh; 
the piler elm, the cofre unto careyne; 
the boxtre pipers; holm to whippes kssh; 
the saylynge fyr; the cipress*, d^Ja. \.o \&ey&fc\ 
the shetere ew; the asp, for shafts \>\eya&\ x% * 

£ 2 



52 SECOND MIDDLE ENGLISH PRIMER. 

th* oly v* of pes ; and ek the dronke vyne ; 
the victor palm; the laurer, to devyne. 

27. 

A gardyn say 1, ful of blosmy bdwys, 

upon a river in a grene mede, 

there -as swetnesse ever*mgr* inowgh is ; 185 

with floures white, blew*, and yelw*, and re^de, 

and cglde welle-stremes, ngthyng dede, 

that swymmen ful of smale fisshes lighte 

with fynnes red* and skales sylver-bryghte. 

28. 
On ev*ry bowgh the bryddes herd* 1 synge 190 

with voys of aungels in her* armonye; 
some besyed* hem her* bryddes forth t5 brynge ; 
the little conyes to her* pley* gunn* hye; 
and ferther al about? 1 gan aspye 
the dredful rg, the bukk*, and hert, and hynde, 195 
squyrel*s, and bastes smal* of gentil kynde. 

29. 

Of instruments of strenges in acord 

herd* 1 sg pleye ravyshyng swetnesse 

that God that maker* is of al and lord 

ne herde never* beter, as 1 gesse; . 200 

th^rwith a wynd — unn§th* it myght be lesse — 

mad* in the leves gren* a noyse softe, 

acordaunt t5 the bryddes sgng alofte. 

30- 
Th* eyr* of 'that plac* sg attempre was 
that never* was grevaunc* of hgt ne cold; 205 

thgr* wex ek ev*ry hglsum splc* and gras; 
ne ng man may theT* mxfc s&V ra <$k\ 
yet was there more joye a. \ko>a&*xv&si& 
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than man can telle; never* was it nyght, 

but ay cler day to any mannes syght. 210 

Un'der a tre besyd* a well* 1 say 

Cupid* our* lord his* arwes forg* and file; 

and at his fet his bgw* al redy lay; 

and wel his doghter temp*red* al the whyle 

the hev*des in the well*, and with hir* file 215 

she couched* hem after as they shold* serve 

som* for to sl§, and som* to wound* and kerve. 

3*- 
TI19 was I war of Plesaunc* anon-ryght, 

and of Aray, and Lust, and Curteysie, 

and of the Craft that can and hath the myght 220 

to d5n by fore* a wight to don fblye — 

disfigurat was she, I nyl nat lye; 

and by himself un'der an 9k, I gesse, 

say I Delyt that stod with Gentilesse* 

33- 
I say Beute withouten any atyr; 235 

and Youthe, ful of gam* and jolyte ; 

Foolhardyness*, and Flat*ry*, and Desyr; 

Messagery*, and Meed*, and other thre — 

her* names shul nat her* be told for me; 

and upon piler*s gr§ete of jasper longe 330 

1 say a tempi* of bras ifounded strgnge* 

34* 

About* that temple daunseden alwey 

wommen inow*, . of whiche som* thgr w§ere 
fayr* of hemself, and som* of hem w§r* gay, 
in Witehs al dischevele went* tVvey fo^tfc — **& 

that was here offys alwey yer \>y y^ e > 
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and on the tempi* of dowves whit* and fayre 
say •! syttynge many an hundred peyre. 

35- 

Byfor* the temple-dor* ful sobrely 

dam* Pes sat with a curtyn in hir* hond; 
and by hir* syde wonder discretly 
dam* Pacience syttyng* there 1 fond 
with face pal* upon an hil of sond; 
and aldernext withinn* and ek withoute 
Byhest* and Art, and of her* folk a route. 

36. 

Withinn* the tempi* of sykes hoot* as fyr 
I herd* a swowgh that gan aboute renne ; 
which* sikes wer* engendred with desyr 
that maden ev*ry auter for to brenne 
of newe flaum* ; and wel espy*d I thenne 
that al the caus* of sorwe that they drye 
cam of the bitter goddess* Jelousye. 

37. 

The god Priapus say 1, as 1 wente 

withinn* the tempi*, in sov*reyn place stgnde, 
in swich aray as whan the ass* hyqi shente 
with cri b^ nyght, with sceptr* in his hond; 
ful besyly men gunn* asay* and fonde 
upon his hed to sett* of sundry hewe 
gerlandes full* of floures fressh* and newe. 

38. 

And in a prive corner in desport 
f$nd *i Venus, and hir* porter Richesse, 
that was ful nobl* and hautayn of hyr* port ; 
derk was that plac*; but aft.erwax& \\^\\xsfc^^ 
1 say a lyte — unjieth* it my gYvte ^ Vs»&— 
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and on a bed of gold she lay to reste 265 

tyl that the h9te sunne yed* to weste. 

39- 

Hyre gilte h§res with a golden thr§d 

ibounden w$re, untrussed as she lay ; 

and naked from the brest up to the hgd 

men myghte hyre sen ; and, sothly for to seye, 270 

the rem*naunt was wel kewred to my paye 

ryght with a stibtyl kerchef of valence*: 

th§r nas n$ thikker cloth of np defense. 

40. 
The place yaf a thousand savoures sw5te; 
and Bacus, god of wyn, sat hire besyde, 275 

and Ceres next, that doth of hunger boote ; 
and, as 1 seycV, amyddes lay Cypride ; 
to whom on knees two yonge folk th§re ciyede 
to ben here help*; but thus 1 let hem lye; 
and ferther in the tempi* 1 gan espie 280 

41. 

that in despit of Dyane the chaste 

ful many a bpw* ibrok* heng on the wal 

of maydens swich* as gunn* here tymes waste 

in hyre servys*; and peynt w§re Qveral 

ful many a stgry of which* 1 touche shal 285 

a figw*, as of Calyxt*, and Athalante, 

and many a mayd* of which the n£m* i wante J 

42. 

Semyramus, Candac*, and Hercules, 
Biblis, Dido, Thisbe, and Piramus, 
Tristram, Isaud*, Paris, and Achillas 290 

Eleyne, Cleopatre and Troy\us 
SIM, and g& the mockr of Rom\&a&-- 
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al this* w§r* peynted on that Sther sjrde, 
and al hew luv*, and in what plyt they dy*de. 

43- 
Whan I was com* agayn unto the place 295 

that i of spak, that was S9 swot* and grene, 

forth welk 1 thg myselven t5 solace; 

thg was i war wh§r that th§r sat a queene, 

that, as of lyght the somers sunne shene 

pass'eth the sterr*, right sq Qver mesure 300 

she fayrer was than any creature. 

44. . 
And in a laund* upon an hil of floures 

was set this ngble goddesse Nature; 

of braunches w§r* hire halles and hir* boures, 

iwroght after hir* craft and hir* mesures ; 305 

ne th§r* nas foul that com*th of engendriire, 

that they ne w§r* al prest in hir* presence, 

to tak* hir* dom, and yiv* hir* audyence. 

45. 

For this was on Seynt Valentynes day, 

whan §v*ry bryd com*th th§r* to ches* his make 310 

of §v*ry kynde that men thynke may, 

and that sq hug* a noyse gan they make 

that erth*, and eyr*, and tre, and §v*ry lake 

sg ful was that unnethe was th§r* space 

for me to stpnd* — sg ful was al the place. 315 

46. 

And right as Aleyn in the Pleynt of Kynde 
devyseth Natur* in aray and face, 
in swich aray men myght* hir* th§re fynde. 
This ngble emperice fu\ o£ gra.ce 
bad gvery foul to tak* Yds <ywmfc \9&fifc -*>•» 



1 
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as they were wont alwey frg yer to y§§re 
Seynt Valentynes day to stgnden th§ere. 

47- 
That is to seyn, the foules of ravyne 

v/$re hyest set, and thanne foules smale, 

that $ten as that nature wold* enclyne — 325 

as werm, or thyng of which 1 tell* n$ tale — 

and waterfoul sat lguest in the dale; 

but foul that lywth by sed sat on the grene — 

and that sq fek that wonder was to sene. 

48. 

Th$r* myghte men the ryal §gle fynde, 330 

that with his sharpe lok perseth the sunne, 

and other $gles of a lQwer kynde, 

of which* that clerkes wel devyse cunne : 

th§r was the tiraunt with his feth^res dunne 

and grey*, i m§m the goshauk that doth pyne 335 

to bryddes for his outrageous ravyne; 

49. 
the gerfaucoun that with his feet distrayneth 
the kynges hgnd; the hardy sparhauk eke, 
the quayles (qq; the merlioun that payneth 
hymself ful oft* the larke for to seke. 340 

Th§r* was the douve with hir* yen meke; 
the jelous swan, agayn hire d§th that syngeth; 
th* oul* §k that of d§th the bgde bryngeth ; 

50. 
the crane geaunt with his trompes soun; 
the thef, the crgw ; and ek the janglyng* pye ; 345 
the skornyng jay; the eles fg heroun; 
the false lapwyng*, ful of trecherye ; 
the starlyng, that the conseyl can Y>ewre^\ 

337' gentyl faucoun. 
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the tame ruddok; and the coward kyte; 

the kok that orlgg* is of thorpes lyte ; 3= 

the sparwe, Venus s6n*; the nyhtyngale, 

that clepeth forth the grene leves newe 

the swalwe, morth^rere of the foules smale 

that maken hony of floures fressh* and newe; 

the wedded turtel with hire herte trewe; 35 

the pgkok with his aungel-clgthes bryghte ; 

the fesaunt, skornere of the cok by nyghte ; 

52- 
the waker goos ; the cokkow ev*r unkynde ; 

the pbpynjay, ful of de'licasye ; 

the drake, stroyere of his gw^ne kynde ; ' $6 

the stork, the wrekere of avouterye ; 

the hgte corm^raunt, ful of glotenye ; 

the raven wys ; the crgw* with vois of care ; 

the throstel gld; the frosty feldefare — 

53- 

what shokk i seyn ? of foules ev*ry kynde, 361 

that in this world hath feth^res and stature, 
men myghten in that plac* assembled fynde, 
byfgre the ngble goddesse Nature; 
and ewrich of hem did* his besy cure 
benygnely to ches* or for to take 37' 

by hire acord his formel or his make. 

54. 
But, to the poynt — Nature held on hire hgnd 

a formel $gle of shap the gentileste 

that evere she amgng hire werkes fgnd, 

the mgst benygne, and the %oo&fc&te\ 11 

in hire was ewry vertu at Ybs teste, 
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so perfit that Nature hireself hadd* blysse 
to lok* on hire, and ofti hire bek to kysse. 

55- 

Nature, vicary* of th* Almyghty Lord, 

that hot, cold, hevy, lyght, [and] moyst, and dreye, 380 

hath knyt with even numbers of acord, 

in §sy voys gan for to spek* and seye: 

' Foul'es, tak hed of my sentence, 1 preye ; 

and for youre $$e in forth^ryng of youre nede 

as fast* as 1 may spefo I wol yow speede. 385 

56. 
Ye know* wel how Seynt Valentynes day, 
by my statute and thurgh my governaunce, 
ye come for to cheese, and fle youre wey, 
youre makes as I prik* yow with plesaunce. 
But nathelgs my ryghtful ordenaunce 39° 

may I nat brek* for al this world to wynne : 
that he that most is worthi shal begynne. 

57. 

The terslet e.gk, as 'that ye know* nil wel, 

the foul ryal abov* you in degre, 

the wys* and worthi, secre, trew* as stel, 395 

which I haw formed as ye wel may se 

in ev*ry part as it best llketh me — 

it nedeth nat his shap yow to devyse — 

he shal first ches*, and speken in his gyse. 

58. 
And after hym by ordre shul ye chese 400 

after youre kynde, evirich as you lyketh; 

and as youre hap is, shul ye wynive ot l€sft. 

37f. so fer forth that. ^9)6. xaa.^ ^^- 
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But which of yow that love most entriketh 
God send? hym hire that sorest for hym syketh/ 
And th§rwithal the tercel gan she calle, 405 

and seyd* : ' my son*, the choys is to yow falle ; 

59- 

but nathel^s in this condicioun 

mot be the choys of §vmch that is heere: 

that she agre to his eleccioun, 

what so he be that sholde be hire feere — 410 

this is oure Qsag^ ay fro y%x to y§§re; 

and who so may at this tym* haw such grace, 

in blisful tym* he cam into this place/ 

60. 

With hgd enclyned, and with htimble cheere 

this ryal tercel spak, and taried* noght: 415 

'Unto my sowreyn lady, and nat my fere, 

1 ches* and ch§s with will* and herte and thoght 

the formel on youre hgnd so wel iwroght, 

whos 1 am al, and §vere wol hire serve, 

do what hire lest to do me liw or sterve; 420 

61. 

besekyng hire of merci and of grace, 

as she that is my lady sovereyne; 

or l§t me dye present in this place; 

for certes long* 1 may nat lyw in peyne, 

for in myn herte is korven %\evy veyne; 435 

and havyng only 'reward to my trouthe, 

my deere herte haw of my wq sum routhe ! 

62. 

And if that 1 to hyre be found* untrewe, 
dlsobeysaunt, or wilful neg\\$ei&, 
avauntour, or in proces \bve ai&^fc*, \\* 
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i prey* to yow, this be mf jtigement, 
that with this* foules I be al t5rent 
that ilke day that §ver she me fynde 
t5 hire untrew*, or in my gilt unkynde. 

63- 

Syn that hire loveth ngn S9 wel as I, 435 

al be she nev*r* of lov* me [oght] behette, 

thann* oghte she be myn thurgh hir* mercy — 

for 5ther bond can 1 non on hir* knette— 

ne never for no wq ne shal 1 lette 

to serven hire, how fer sq that she wende; 440 

say what yow lest : my tal* is at an ende/ 

64. 

Ryght as the fresshe r§de rose newe 

agayn the somer-sunne coloured is, 

ryght sq for sham* al wexen gan hire hewe 

of this formel, whan that she herd* al this ; 445 

she neyther answerd* wel ne seyd* amys, 

sq SQr* abaischt was she; tyl that Nature 

seyd* 'doghter, dred you noght, 1 yow assure.' 

65. 
Another tercel §gle spak anQn, 
of lQwer kynde, seyd* : ' That shal nat be : 450 

I lov* hire bet than ye don, by Seynt jQn ! 
or, at the l§st*, I lov* as wel as ye, 
and leng*r hav* served hire in my degre; 
and if she shold* hav* 16v*d for lQng lovynge, 
to me alQn* hadd* be the gerdonynge, 4&e> 

435. and syn. 
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66. 

1 dar ek seyn, if she me fynde fals, 

unkynd*, jangder, or rebel any wyse, 

or gelous, do me hgngen by the hals; 

and but I bere me in hire servyse 

as wel as that my wit can me suffyse 460 

fro poynt in poynt hyre honour for to save, 

tak ye my lif and al the good 1 have/ 

67. 

The thridde tercel §gfe answerd* tho : 

'Now sires, ye seen the lytel leyser heere: 

for ewry foul cryrth out to ben agp 465 

forth with his mak*, or with his lady deere ; 

and ek Nature hireself ne wol nat heere, 

for tarying here, nat half that 1 wold* seye : 

and but 1 spek*, 1 mot for sorwe deye. 

68. 
Of long servys* avaunte i me ngthing 470 

but as possible is me to dy* this day 
for wo, as he that hath ben languyssyng 
this twenty y§er, and as wel happen may, 
a man may serven bet and mgre to pay 
in half a yej, althogh it were ng rnggre, 475 

than sum man doth that hath served ful yggre. 

69. 

1 sey* nat this by me, for I ne can 
don no servys* that may my lady pl§se; 
but 1 dar seyn, 1 am hire trewest man 
as to my dom, and faynest wold* hire §se: 480 

at shorte wordes, til that d§th me sese 
1 wol ben hires, whether \ viatae 01 -wj\&&, 
and trewe in al that heile may \K£fcyx&&' 
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70. 

Of al my lyf, syn that day 1 was bgrn, 

so gentil pie, in low or other thyng 485 

ne herde never ng man me befprn; 

but who [is] that hath leyser and cunnyng 

for to rehers* her* cher and hew spekyng? 

and £tq the morwe gan this speche laste 

tyl dounward drow the sunne wonder faste. 490 

The noys< of foules for to ben delywred 

sg loude rgng, ' havi don, and lat us wende I ' 

that wel wend* 1 the wode hadd* al toslywred 

' cum of/ they crfrd, ' alias, ye w61 us shende : 

whan shal your* cursed pl§tyng havi an ende; 495 

how sholdi a jttge eyther paruV leve 

for y§ or nay withouten other preve.' 

72. 
The goos, the cokkow, and the dok* alsg 
sq cry^den *kek kek ! k&kkow ! # quek quek ! hfe 
that thurgh myn* §res went* the noyse thg. 500 

The goos seydf : ' al this nys nat w6rth a flye ; 
but 1 can shap* herof a remedie : 
and 1 w&l sey^.my verdit fayr* and swythe 
for water-foul, who sq be wrgth or blythe. 

73. 

' And I for werm-foul/ quod the fol kokkow, 505 

' and I w61 of myn Qv/ene autorite 
for comoun spede tak<? on me the charge now, 
for to delyv*r* us *is gr§t charite/ 
'Ye may zbfde a while yet parde/ 
the turtil seyde, c if it be your* wille, &io 

a wight may sp$ke, hym weje as feyc Yfov ^fca% 
500; the noyse wente tho. * *>to. *.^3bfcV 
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74. 

1 am a sed-foul, 911 th* unworthieste, 

that wgt I wel, and Htel of cunnynge ; 

but bet is that a wyghtes tunge reste 

than entremeten hym of such doinge, 515 

of which he neyther rede can ne synge; 

and who sq doth, ful fouk hymself acloyeth; 

for offys uncommytted oft* anoyeth.' 

75. 
Nature, which that alwey hadd* an ere 

to murmur of this lewednesse blynde, 520 

with facound voys seyd* : ' Hgld your* tunges th§ re, 

and 1 shal son*, 1 hgp*, a conseyl fynde 

yow t5 delyv*r* and frg this noys* unbynde: 

1 jug*, of ev*ry folk men shul gn calle, 

to seyn the verdit for yow foules alle/ 525 

16. 

Assented was to this conclQsioun. 

The briddes all*, and foules of ravyne 

han ctiQsen fyrst by playn eleccioun 

the terslet of the faiicoun to diffyne 

al her* sentence, as hem lest to termyne, 530 

and to Nature hym gunne to presente, , 

and she accepteth hym with glad entente. 

77. 
The terc*let seyde than in this manere: 

' ful hard were it to preve by re,soun, 

who loveth best this gentil formel heere; 535 

for ev*rych hath swich replicacioun 

that ngn by skilles may been broght adoun: 
1 can nat se that argument** «roj\&\ 
thann* semeth it theje moste \£ Yrata^ 
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78. 
'Al redy,' quod this £gles terslet thg; 540 

1 nay sires/ quod he, ' if that i dorste it seye, 
ye don me wrgng, mf tak is nat ido; 
for, sires, ne taketh nat a gref 1 preye; 
it may nat ggn as ye wold* in this weye ; 
oures is the voys that han the charge on hgnde; 54$ 
and to the jiiges dom ye moten stgnde. 

79. 

And therfgre pes ( 1 sey* ; as to my wit, 

me wolde thynk* how that the worthieste 
of knyghthgd and leng-est hath used it 
mgst of estat, of blod the gentileste 550 

were best sitfyng for hire, if that he leste ; 
, and of this* thre she wgt hireself i trowe 
which that he be, for hire is light to kngwe/ 

80. 
the water-foules han hire hedes leid 
togid*re, and of a short avysement, 555 

wha» ev*rych hadd* his large ggle seyd, 
they seyden sothly al by gn assent, 
how that 'the goos with hire facound* sg gent, 
that sg desyreth t5 pronounce oure nede, 
shal tell* our* tal*,' and preyed* God hire spede. 560 

81. 

As for this* water-foules thg began 
the goos to sp§k*, and in his kakelynge 
he seyde : ' pes ! now *tak kep ev*ry man, 
and herk*neth which a r'esoun 1 shal brynge — 
my wit is sharp, 1 lSv* ng taryinge — 565 

J seye, 1 rede hym, thogh he weje my \stciJ6aet, 
but she wol love hym, lgt hym take aa&jCrei! 

F 
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82. 

' 16 her* a parfit r^soun of a goos ! ' 

quod the sparhauk, ' never mot he the ! 

16 ! swich it is to haw a tunge loos ! 57c 

now parde, fSl! now we,re it bet for the 

han rigid* thy pgs than shew* thy nysete; 

it lyth nat in his myght ne in his wille; 

but soth is seyd, "a fol can nat ben stdUe." ' 

83. 
The laughter args of gentil foules alle ; • 575 

and right angn the sedfoul*s chgsen hadde 

the turtle trew*, and grain* hire to hem calle, 

and preyed* hire for to seyn the sothe sadde 

of this matere, and axed* what she radde : 

and she answerd* that pleynly hire entente 580 

she wold* it shew*, and sothly what she mente. 

84. 
' Nay, God forbed* a lover* sholde chaunge,' 
the tercel seyd*, and wex for shame red, 
'thogh that his lady §ver* mgre be straunge, 
yet lat hym serv* hire til that he be ded ; 585 

for soth 1 preyse nat the goses red : 
for thogh she dey*d* 1 wold* ngn other make : 
1 wol ben hires til that the Dgth me take.' 

85. 
' wel bourded/ quod the doke, ' by myn hat ! 
that men shul loven alwey causelgs, 590 

who can a rgsoun fynd* or wit in that? 
daun*seth he miirye that is myrthelgs? 
what shold* i recch* of hym that is recchele,s?' 
'kek I kek ! ' yit seith. the doYe i\& ^fel *x\& fayre, 
' there been mg &terres, Go& ^<^ \ka»> *. ^j*£ ^ 
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86. 
'Now fy, cherl!' quod the gentil tercelet, 
' out of the donghil cam that w5rd ful right ; 
thow canst nat seen what thyng is wel beset; 
thow farst bf \6ve as oules don by lyght — 
the day hem blent, but wel they sen by nyght: 600 
thy kynck is of so low a wrecchednesse 
that what low is thow canst nat seen ne gesse.' 

81. 

Tho gan the kokkow putt* hym forth in pres 

for foul that eten werm, and seyde blithe: 

' so 1/ quod he, ' may haw my mak* in pes, 605 

1 recche nat how longe that ye stryve; 

Lat ech of hem ben soleyn* al her* lyve ; 

This is mf red, syn they may nat acorde; 

this shorte lessoun nedeth nat recorde/ 

88. 
'Ye hav* the gl&toun fild inough his paunche; 610 
thanm zxe we wel,' seydi thann* a merlioun; 
' thow m5rth*rer* of the heysugg* on the braunche 
that broghte the forth, thow reufulles[t] glStoun ! 
liv* thow soleyn, wermes corupcioun! 
for no fors is of lak of thy nature; 615 

Go ! lewed be thow whil the world may dure ! ' 

89. 
'Now pes/ quod Nature, '1 comaunde here; 
for 1 hav* herd al your* opynyoun, 
and in effect yet be we nat the nere ; 
but fynally this is mf conclusioun, 620 

that she hireself shal han th* eleccioun 
of whom hire lest, whosg be wx^fti ot \Sfiy8afe* 
A/222 ih%t she chese, he shal hire Yiasi %a «#fc* 

f 2 
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90. 

For syn it may nat here disctissed be, 

who 16v*th hire best, as seyth the tercelet, 625 

thann* wol 1 don hire this favour: that she 

shal hav* right hym on whom hire hert* is set,* 

and he hire that his hert* hath on hire knyt. 

Thus jtig* 1, Nature, for I may nat lye, 

to ngn estat 1 hav* ngn other ye. 63a 

91. 

But as for conseyl for to ches* a make, 

if it were rgsoun, certes thann* wold* 1 

conseyle yow the rfal tercel take, 

as seyd* the tercelet ful skylfully, 

as for the gentilest* and most worth! 635 

which 1 hav* wroght sg wel to my plesaunce 

that to yow oght* to been a suffisaunce.' 

92. 
With dredful vois the formel tho answerde : 
' my rightful lady, goddess* of nature 1 
soth ist that I am oyer un'der your* yerde, 640 

as is ev*erych other creature, 
and mot ben youres whll that my lyf may dure; 
and therfgre graunteth me my firste bone, 
and myn entent I wol you seyn right sone.' 

93- 

'1 graunt* it yow/ quod she, 'and that angn.' 645 

This formel e,gle spak in this degre : 
1 Almyghty queen, unto this ye.r be ggn, 
1 axe respit for to avise me, 
and after that to haw my choys al fire; 
this ts al and sum that \ vjo\ ?^^e sxA sr?j* — 6v> 
ye g§te ng mQre, al thogh ^ to ^ ^«J* • 
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94. 

1 wol riat serve V§nus ne Cupide 

for soth as yet by 119 manere weye.' 

' Now syn it may ngn other wey betyde/ 

quod thg Nature, 'heere is n9 more to seye; 655 

thann* wold* 1 that this* foules w§r* aweye 

§ch with his mak* for tarying* lenger heere/ 

and seyd* hym thus as ye shul after here : 

95- 

'to yow sp§k* 1, ye terslet*s,' quod Nature, 

' beth of good hert*, and serveth alle thre ; 660 

a y§r nis nat S9 lpnge to endure. 

And §ch of yow pein* hym in his degre 

for "to do wel, for God W9t quit is she 

frp yow this y§r, what after S9 befalle; 

this entrem§s is dressed for yow alle/ 665 

96. 
And whan this werk al broght was to an ende, 
to § very foul Nature yaf his make 
by even acord, and on here wey* they wende. 
And lgrd ! the bliss* and joye that they make ! 
for §ch gan other in his wynges take, 670 

and with here nekkes §ch gan other wynde, 
thankyng alwey the ngble queen of kynde. 

97. 

But fyrst w§r* chgsen foules for to synge, 

as y§r by yex was alwey the usaunce 
to syng* a roundel at here departynge, 675 

to don to Nature honour and plesaunce ; 
the note 1 trow* imaked was in Fraunce, 
the wordes 'were swich* 'as ye ma.7 ^^ e %&&&» 
the nexte vers, as 1 now have m mycAfe\ 
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'Now welcome, somer, with [thy] sonne softe, 680 
that hast this wintres wedres pvershake, 
and driv*n awey the large nyghtes blake. 

Seynt Valentyn, that art ful hy* on lofte, 

thus syngen smale foules for thy sake: 

[Now welcome, somer, with thy sonne softe.] 685 

Wei han they cause for to gladen ofte 

sith ech of hem recovered hath hys make; 

ful blisful mow* they [syngen], whan they wake: 

[Now welcome, somer, with thy sonne softe, 

that hast this wintres wedres gvershake, 690 

and driven awey the large nyghtes blake.]' 

98. 
And with the shoutyng, whan the sgng was do, 
the foules maden at her* flyght awey, 
i wok, and other bokes tok me to, 
to r§ed* upon and yet i red* alwey, 60^ 

in hgp* iwis to r§de sg sum day 
that I shal mete sum thyng for to fare 
the bet, and thus to red* 1 nyl nat spare. 
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Whan that Aprille with his* schoures swoote 
the droghte of March hath perced to the roote, 
and bathed §very veyne in swich licour, 
of which vertti engendred is the flour ; 
whan Zephirus §ek with his swete breath 5 

inspired hath in ev*ry holt and h§§th 
the tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne 
hath in the Ram his halve cours yronne, 
and smale fowdes maken melodye, 
that slepen al the nyght with gpen ye — 10 

sq priketh hem nature in here corages — 
thann* lgngen folk to gggn on pilgrimages, 
> and palmeres.for to seken straunge strgndes, 
to feme halwes, kowth* in sondry lgndes; 
and specially, from ewry shires ende 15 

of Engelgnd to Caunterb#ry they wende, 
the hggly, blisful martir for to seke, 
that hem hath holpen, whan that they were seeke. 
Bifil that in that s§soun on a day 

,in Southwerk at the Tabard as 1 lay, 20 

redy to wenden on my pilgrymage 
to Caunterb#ry with ful devout corage, 
at nyght w§re com* into that hostelrye 
wel nyn* and twenty in a compaign^e 
of sondry folk by aventure yfalle 25 

in felaw^ship*, and pilgrinvs were they alle, 
that toward Caunterbiiry wolden rfde. 

The chaumbres and the *tab\& -^lea. ^fe, 

2. drought H. 
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:whair!5ata pnlle :wtoYz Juurez swoote 

-tfe druxtov mart/ -haS persedtoooe roote, 

-and baaSed'£vri veinnrswi'tjli kuur, 

-ovwhi'tjver teeu -en dsendrediztte fluur; 

-whan zefrh/sEk :w*oYz sweete brsj> 5 

-m spiiredhaoYn £vri holtand h£j> 

-oe tendre kroppes, -andSe junge sanne 

-haoVntSe *ram/*z halve kuursi rwnne, 

-and smaale fuulez maakervmelo diie, 

-Sat sleepen aloe nigtwi"5 open iie — 10 

:sd prikeoenvnaa tyynhherku raad3ez — 

:San bngen-folktoo gonon'p/lgri maad3ez, 

-and palmerz rfortoo seeken straundse strondez, 

-too feme halwez, kuuoYn s&ndri bndez; 

-and spesjalii, -from £vri Jiires ende 15 

-ov engebnd -too kaunterbriSei wende, 

-Se holi, bl*sf#l martrifortoo seeke, 

-tfat-hemaS holpen :whan3ato*eiw£r seeke. 

-bi ftlSatztioat s£zuun -ona dai, 
-m suuowerk -atoe tabardazii lai, 20 

red iitoo'wenden'onmirpslgri maadse 
-too kaunterbri -wrS folde vuutku marine, 
-at nigtwEr kamnrtoooat'ostel riie 
:weel niinand twenti -ma'kwmpa niie 
-ov s#ndrrfolk -biiaven tyyri falle 25 

-m felauJVp, -and •pzlgnmzw£roei alle, 
-Sat'tooward 'kaunterbyrrwolden riide. 
-Se t/aumbrezandSe staablezmtexv m\dfc, 
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and wel we w§ren §sed atte beste. 

And shortly, whan the sonne was to reste, 30 

sg hadd* 1 spgken with hem ev*rychgn, 

that 1 was of her felaw*ship* angn, 

and made forward eriy for to ryse, 

to tak* oure wey th§r as 1 yow devise. 

But nathel§§s, whil 1 haw tym* and space, 35 

ej that 1 ferther in this tale pace, 

roe thynketh it acordaunt to r§soun 

to telle yow al the condicioun 

of ech of em, sg as it semed me, 

and which* they w§ren, and of what degree, 40 

and e,ek in what array that they w§re inne; 

and at a knyght than wol 1 first bigynne. 

A Knyght ther was, and that a worthy man, 
that frg the tyme that he first bigan 
to riden out he loved chivalrie, 45 

trouth* and honour, fredom and curteisie. 
Ful worthy was he in his lgrdes werre, 
and therto hadd* he riden, ng man ferre, 
as wel in cristendom as hetfienesse, 
and evere honoured for his worthynesse. 50 

At Alisaundre he was, whan it was wonne. 
Ful ofte-tym* he hadd* the bord bigonne 
aboven alle naciouns in Pruce. 
In Lettgw hadd* he reysed and in Ruce, 
ng cristen man sg oft* of his degree. 55 

In Gernad* at the seeg* §ek hadd* he be 
of Algezir, and ridm in Belmarye. 
At Lyeys was he, and at Satalye, 
whan they were wonn*, and in the Grete S§e, 
at many a ngbk arive W&4e Yve \». 60 

At mortal batailks Yiadde Y\e Y*e». $ftfcc& % 
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-and weelwee*w£ren Ezedatte beste. 

-and Jortli -whanoe simnewaztoo reste, 30 

-SD'haddii spoken'wioemEvn'tJ on, 

-Sat-iiwazover felauJVpa. non, 

-and'maade forward Erlifortoo riize, 

-too'taakuur wei :8£razii*juude viize. 

-bafnaoe Ies, rwhiiHiav tiimand spaase, 35 

rsrSatii fertSenhftts taale paase, 

-mee J>irjkeoYta kordauntooTE zuun 

-too tellejuu aloekon disruun 

-ov stjovhem, rso'azit seemed mee, 

-and whrtjoei wsren, -andov whatde gree, 40 

-and'Ekm whata raioatSeiwsr nine; 

-and'ata 'knict -oan # w«lii ferstbi ginne. 

-a knictSErwas, -and Sata w«r$i man, 
-Sat'frooe tiimeSatee f/rstbi gan 
-too riiden uut -hee ltfved'tJVval riie, 45 

trooutJ'ando nuur, free'doomand'kartei ziie, 
:f«l warorwazeemiz brdez werre, 
-and'&rtoo'haddee ndn, no-man ferre, 
-az'weelm kn'stendoomaz hsCenesse, 
-and Ever onuurd -fonzw«rSi nesse. 50 

-afali zaundrecwaz, -whan-j'twaz wonne. 
-fol ofte-tiim -hee'hadoe boordbi gfrnne 
-a b«ven alle*naasi uunzm pryyse. 
-m Jettoirhaddee reized -andm ryyse, 
no knsten'manso oftovhizde gree. 55 

-in gernaadatoe seedssk'haddee bee 
-ovaldse ziif, -and ndmirbelma riie. 
-at lieis'wazee, -andat'sata liie, 
whan'tfeiwfcr wan, -and'/hoe grste se 
-attnanja nobla riive'haddee bee. *** 

•at mortal bata/Iz-haddeebeeirftf teetve, 
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and foghten for our* feith at Tramyssene 

in lystes thries, and ay slayn bis fgg. 

This ilke worthy knyght hadd* been also 

somtyme with the lord of. Palatfe 65 

agayn another he&en in Turkye ; 

and ever*mogr* he hadd* a sov*reyn prys. 

And thogh that he wej* worthy, he was wys, 

and of his port as meek* as is a mayde: 

he never* yet no vileyny* ne sayde 70 

in al his lyf unto no maner wight : 

he was a verray parfit gentil knyght. 

But for to tellen yow of his array, 

His hors was good, but he ne was nat gay; 

Of fustian he wered a gypoun, 75 

al bismoter*d with his habergeoun; 

for he was lat* ycom* from his viage, 

and wente for to doon his pilgrymage. 

With *hym th§r was his son*, a yong Squier, 
a lovyer*, and a lusty Bacheler, 80 

with lokkes crull*, as they w§r* leyd in presse . 
Of twenty y§er of ag* he was, 1 gesse ; 
of his statur* he was of even* lengthe, 
and wonderly delyv*r* and gr§§t of strengthe. 
And he hadd* been somtym* in chyvachie, *& 

in Flaundres, in Artoys, and Pycardie, 
and born hym weel, as in sq litel space, 
in hop* to stgnden in his lady grace. 
Embrouded was he, as it were a m§ede, 
al ful of fresshe floures, whyt* and r§ede. 
Syngyng* he was or floytyng* al the day: 
he was as fressh as is the month* of May. 
Short was his gowne, With *\e*e& Vpi%e *xA ^jd^ 5 * 
Wei koude he sitt* on hots, axv& fcut* vjte\ 
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-and fouxtenforuur fei)>at'trami seene 

-in li'stez thriiez, -and ai slainiz fo. 

-Si's like w«rSi knictad'beenal so 

-sinn'tiimewitSoe brdovpala tiie 65 

-a gaina'nooSer h£oen*nt#r kiie; 

-and £vermoree*hadda sovrein priis. 

-and*8ouxSat*heew£r w«rSi, -heewaz wiis, 

-and'ovi'z portaz meekaziza maide: 

-hee nEverjet'no'vilei niine saide 70 

-in aliz liif -inrtoo'nD maner wigt: 

-hecwaza verai parfit d^enttl knict 

-birt'fortoo tellenjuuorhiza rai, 

-h*z horswaz good, -but'heene'waznat gai; 

-ovfosti aan -hee wEreda'd^ puun, 75 

albi sm«terdw*o7z # haber d3uun; 

-forheewaz laati k«mfrom/zvii aad3e, 

-and'wentefortoo'dooniz'pi'lgri maad3e. 

-wift'himtfcrwaziz *sun, -%. jungskwii 'eer, 
-a lwvjer, -anda lastrbatfe leer, 80 

-wiS lokkez kral, -az*oeiw£r leidih presse. 
-ov twenti'JErov aadsee'waz, -ii gesse; 
-ovhizstaa tyyr -heewazov £ven lerjoe, 
-and wimderlide liVrand gr£tov strerjoe. 
-and'heeadbeenswmliimm'tJ/Va tjiie, 85 

-in flaundres, -inar tois, -andpikar diie, 
-and borni'm weel, -az'riiso liitel spaase, 
-in hoptoo'Stondenihiz laadi graase. 
-em brouded'wazee, :azitwcra nude, 
:al fwlov frejje fluures, whiitand r£de. 90 

sin'gingecwaz, -or floiting aloe dai: 
-hecwazaz frej -az'/zSe moonobv mai. 
JoTfwaz/z guun, -witS sleevez tatygaxiA. m\&&. 
:weel±uudee sitton hors, -and fa\x^ tu&&\ 
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he koude sgnges mak* and wel endlte, 95 

just* and §ek daunc*, and weel purtrey* and write. 

S9 hggte he" loved* that by nyghtertale 

he slept* na moor* than docfch a nyghtyngale. 

Curteis he was, \gwe\y, and servysable, 

and carf biforn his fader at the table. 100 

A yeman hadd* he and servauntz na mo. 
at that tym*, for hym liste ride sqq. 
And he was clad in cot* and hood of grene; 
a sh^ef of pe, cok-arwes, bright and kene, 
un-der his belt he bar ful thriftily. 105 

Wel koud* he dress* his takel yemanly: 
his* arwes drouped noght with feth*res lgwe ; 
and in his hond he baar a myghty bgwe. 
A noth§ed hadd* he with a bronn visage. 
Of wodecraft wel koud* he al th* flsage. no 

Upon his arm he baar a gay bracer; 
and by his syd* a swerd and a b6k*ler; 
and on that oother syd* a gay daggere, 
harneised wel, and sharp as point of sp$re ; . 
a cristof*r* on his brest of silver sheene. 115 

An horn he bar, the bawdryk was of grene ; 
a forster was he soothly, as 1 gesse. 

Ther was alsg a n&nn*, a Prioresse, 
that of hir smylyng was ful sympl* and coy ; 
hir* grettest* 99th ne "was but by Seint Loy; 120 
and she was eloped madam* Eglentfne. 
Ful weel she sggng the service dyv^ne, 
entuned in hir ngse ful semely. 
And Frenssh she spak ful fair* and fetisly, 
after the scol* of Stratford atte Bgwe, 125 

for Frenssh of Parys was to \i\tc xh&r*^* 
At m$te wel ytaugbt was d& *n8fc ?&&% 
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-hee-kuude sorjgezmaakand weelen diite, 95 

d^st-andsk dauns, -and*weelp«r treiand wriite. 

:so hotee tawed :Satbii nicter taale 

-hee sleptna morSan # doo}>a nigtir) gaale. 

:k«r teisecwaz, hu'liand'serviz aable, 

and karfbi'forn/z faaderattfe taable. 100 

-a jeemairhaddee -andser vauntsna mo 
-at Sattiim, :fon'm 1/ste riide so. 
-and heewaz kladm kotand hoodov greene; 
-a Jsfov pskok'arwez, brigtand keene, 
:un m dertz belt -ee baarfal }>nftrlii. 105 

:weel*kuudee dress/z taakel jeeman'lii: 
-h/z arwez druuped nouxtw/S feSrez bue; 
-and'ihiz hondee baara micti boue. 
-a nothsd'haddee -w*8a bruunvi zaadse. 
-ov wwdekraftweel kuudee alSyy zaadse. no 

-irponiz arm -hee baara gaibra seer; 
-and'biizz siida sweerdanda*buk leer; 
-and'onSat ootfersiida gardag geere, 
-har neized weel, -and Jarpaz pointov spare; 
-a kristofroniz breestov silver Jeene. 115 

-an hoornee baar, -Se baudrikwazov greene; 
-a forsterwazee sqojpli, -azii gesse. 
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she leet ng morsel from hir lippes falle, 

ne wett* hir fyngres in hir sauce depe ; 

wel koud* she cari* a morsel, and wel kepe, 130 

that ng drgp* ne fill* upon hir* brest 

in curleisl* was set ful much* hir lest: 

hir* gverlippe wyped she sg clene 

that in hir coppe was ng ferthyng sene 

of grece, whan she dronken hadd* hir draughte ; 135 

ful semely after hir mete she raughte. 

And sikerly she was of gre^t desport, 

and ful plesaunt, and amyabl* of port; 

and peyned hir* to countrefete cheere 

of court, and been estatlich of manere, 140 

and to ben hglden dign* of reverence. 

But for to spoken of hir* conscience, 

she was sg charitabl* and sg pitous, 

she wolde wep*, if that she saugh a mous 

kaught in a trapp*, if it were de.ed or bledde. 145 

Of smale houndes hadd* she that she fedde 

with rested flessh, and milk, and wastel bre,$d; 

but sggve she wept*, if ggn of hem wer* de,ed, 

or if men smggt it with a yerde smerte ; 

And al was conscienc* and tendre herte. 150 

Ful semely hir wympel pynched was; 

hir* ngse tretys, hir yen grey* as glas; 

hir mouth ful smal, and therto soft* and re,ed. 

But sikerly she hadd* a fair forh§ed: 

it was almggst a spanne brggd, 1 trowe; 155 

for hardily she was nat undergrowe. 

Ful fetys was hir clgk*, as 1 was war. 

Of smal coral about* hir* arm she bar 
a peire of bedes, gauded a\ mtin. ^c%a&\ 
and th£ron heng a brggcYv oi £o\d t\& &»ecA, vW 

148. "weples\i%. 
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on which th§r was first write a crowned a, 
and after, Amor vincit omnia. 
Another nonne'with hire hadde she, 
that was hire chapeleyn*, and preestes thre. 

A Monk th§r was, a fair for the maistrie, 165 

an outrid^re, that loved* venerie; 
a manly man, to been an abbot able. 
Ful many a deyntee hors hadd* he in stable ; 
and whan he rggd, men myghte his brydel heere 
gynglen in a whistlyng* wynd as cleere, 170 

and §§k as loud* as dooth the chapel belle, 
th§r as this lord was kepere of the celle. 
The reuk of 'seint Maure or of seint Beneit, 

1 

by caus* that it was old, and somd§l streit, 

this* ilke monk leet it forby him pace, 175 

and heeld after the newe world the space. 

He yaf nat of that text a pulled hen, 

That seith that hunters been nat hogly men, 

ne that a monk, whan he is recchel§§s, 

is likned til a fissh that is waterl§§s; 180 

this is to seyn, a monk out of his cloystre. 

But thilke text heeld he nat worth an oystre; 

and 1 seyd* his opinioun was good. 

What shokfe he studi* and mak* hymselven 'wood, 

upon a book in cloystre alwey to poure, 185 

or swynken with his hondes, and laboure, 

as Austyn bit? How shal the world be served? 

Lat Austyn hav* his swynk to him reserved ! 

Th§rfgre he was a prikasour aright: 

Greyhounds he hadd* as swift as fow*l in flight ; 190 

of prikyng and of huntyng for the hare 

was sl\ his lust, for ng cost vjol&e Vie %\&r. 

175. it om. in MSS. 
G 
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1 seigh his slev*s ypurfil*d at the hgnd 

with grys, and that the fynest* of a lgnd ; 

and for to festn* his hood under his chyn, 195 

he hadd* of gold ywroght a curious pyn : 

a lov*-knott* in the gretter end* ther was. 

His h§ed was ball*d, that shggn as any glas, 

and §ek his fac*, as it hadd* been enoynt; 

he was a lord ful fat, and in good poynt. 200 

His* yen st§p* and rollynge in his h§ed, 

That stemed as a fbrneys of a l^d. 

His bootes soupl*, his hors in gr§§t estaat. 

Now certeinly he was a fair prelaat : 

he was nat pal* as a forpyned gggst ; 205 

a fat swan 16v*d he best of any rggst. 

His palfrey was as broun as is a berye. 

A Frer* th§r was, a wantgwn* and a merye, 
a lymytour, a ful solempne man. 
in all* the ordres four* is noon that kan 210 

so much* of daliaunc* and fair langage. 
he hadd* imaad ful many a mariage 
of yonge wommen at his pw*ne cost ; 
unto his ordr* he was a noble post. 
And wel bilov*d and famtilier was he 215 

with frank*leyns gver al in his contree, 
and eek with worthy wommen of the toun ; 
for he hadd* power of confessioun 
as seyde 'hymself, mggre than a curat; 
for of his ordr* he was licenciat. - 220 

Ful swetely herd* he confessioun, 
and plesaunt was his absolucioun; 
he was an §sy man to yev* penaunce. 
thfr as he wiste han .a goo& ^Waxxasfc 
for unto a pQure oidre fox \.o yvs^ 
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is signe that a man is wel yshryve ; 
for if he yaf, he dorste mak* avaunt, 
he wiste that a man was repentaunt; 
for many a man sq hard is of his herte, 
he may nat wep*, althogh hym SQpre smerte; 230 
therfipre in stecfe of wepyng* and preyeres 
men *moote yev* silver to the ppure freres. 
His typet was ay farsed ful of knaves 
and pynnes for to yeven faire wyves. 
And certeinly he hadd* a miirye npte; 235 

wel koud* he syng*, and pleyen on a rc/te; 
of yeddyng^s 'he baar outrely the pris. 
His nekke whit was as the flour-de-lys ; 
therto he string was as a champioun. 
He knew the tavenvs wel in ey*ry toun, 240 

and ewrich hostiler and tappester* 
bet than a lazar or a beggester*. 
For unto swich a worthy man as he 
acorded nat, as by his factiltee, 
to hav* with sike lazars aqueyntaunce : 245 

it is nat honest, it may nat avaunce 
[as] for to d§§len with np swich poraille, 
but al with rich*, and sellers of vitaille, 
and gver al ther as profit shold* arise. 
Curteis he was, and lpwdy of servyse ; 250 

ther nas np man npwher sq vertuous. 
He was the beste begger* in his hous, 
for thogh a wydwe hadde noght a sho, 
S9 plesaunt was his fnprincipio, 
yet wold* he hav* a ferthyng §r he wente; 255 

his purchas was wel bettre than his rente. 
And rage he koude, right as it w^xc * ^V^fc\ 
in love-dayes ther koud* he mucVie\ Y^e. 

6 2 
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for th^re he was nat lyk a cloysterer, 

with thr^dbar* cgp<?, as is a pour* scoler; 260 

but he was lyk a maister, or a pope : 

of double worsteds was his semycope, 

that rounded as a belk out of the presse. 

Somwhat he lipsed for his wantownesse, 

to mak* his Englissh sweet* upon his tonge. 265 

And in his harpyng, whan that he hadcfe songe, 

his* yen twynkled in his h§ed aryght 

as doon the sterres in the frosty nyght. 

This worthy lymytour was eloped Hiiberd. 

A Marchaunt was ther with a forked b§rd; 270 
in motelee and hy* on hors he sat ; 
upon his h§ed a Flaundryssh bever hat; 
his bootes clasped fair* and fetisly. 
His* r§souns *he spak ful solempnely, 
sownyng* alway th' encr§es of his wynnyng. 275 

He wold* the s$q were kept for any thing 
bitwixe Middelburgh and Qrewelle. 
Wei koudtf he in eschaunge sheeldes selle. 
This worthy man ful wel his wit bisette : 
th§r wiste no wight that he was in dette, 280 

sq ^statly was he of his governaunce, 
with his bargayn^s and with his chevyssaunce. 
For soth he was a worthy man with alle; 
but sooth to seyn, 1 nogt how men hym calle. 

A Clerk th§r was of Oxenford alsg, 285 

that unto logyk hadde long* ygQ. 
As l§§ne was his hors as is a rake; 
and he nas nat right fat, i undertake, 
But looked holw*, and thertd sgbrely. 
Ful thr$ dbar* was his QvetesXe cowte^V* iqo 

for he hadd* get* hym yet tvq \ro\efoKfe, 
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ne was sq worldly for to hav* office. 

For hym was lever* hav* at his bedd*s h$ed 

[a] twenty bookes, clad in blak or r§ed, 

of Aristotl* and his philosophic 295 

than robes rich*, or fith*l*, or gay sautrie. 

But al be that he was a philosophre, 

yet hadde he but litel gold in cofre; 

but al that 'he myght* of his freendes hente, 

on bookes and his lernyng* he it spente, 300 

and bisily gan for the spules preye 

of hem that yaf hym whejwith to scoleye; 

of studie took he 'moost cur* and moost heede. 

Noght q word spak he mopre than was neede, 

and that was seyd in form* and reverence, 305 

And short, and quyk, and ful of hy sentence; 

Sownyng* in moral vertu was his speche, 

And gladly wold* he lern* and gladly teche. 

A Sergeaunt of the Lawe, war and wys, 
that often hadde been at the parvys, 310 

ther was also, ful rich* of excellence ; 
Discreet he was, and of gr$e,t reverence ; 
He semed swich, his* wordes were so wise. 
Jiistlc* he was ful often in assise, 
by patent*, and bf pleyn commissioun. 315 

For his scienc*, and for his high renoun, 
Of fees and robes hadd* he many pon. 
Sq §?§§* a purchasour was nowher noon; 
al was fee sympl* to hym in effect; 
his purchasyng myght* nat been in stispect. 3 a© 

Nowh§r sq bisy a man as he ther nas, 
and yet he semed bisier than he was. 
In tennes hadd* he caas and doomed s&a, 
that frg the tyme of kyng W\\\\am ^te fc&fc- 
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Therto he koucfe endite and mak* a thyng, 325 

th§r koude no wight pynch* at his writyng. 

And §vevy statut koud* he pleyn by rote. 

He rggd but hggmly in a medlee cgte, 

Girt with a ceint of silk, with barres smale; 

of his array telle I no lenger tale. 330 

A Frankeleyn was in his compaign^e; 
whit was his h§ed as is a dayes-ye; 
of his complexioun he was sangwyn. 
Wei lov^d he by the morw* a sop in wyn ; 
to lyven in delit was %vexe his wone, 335 

for he was Epicurus gw^ne sone, 
that heeld opinioun that pleyn delit 
was verrayly felicitee parfit. 
An housholden?, and that a gre.§t was he; 
seint Julian was he in his contree. 340 

His br§ed, his ale was alweys after QQn; 
a bettr* envyned man was npwh§r nggn ; 
withoute bake mete was nev^r* his hous, 
of fissh and flessh, and that so plentevous, 
it snewed in his hous of mete and drynke. 345 

Of alle deyntees that men koude thynke, 
after the sondry sesouns of the y^er 
he chaunged him his mete and his soper. 
Ful many a fat partrich hadd* he in miiwe, 
and many a br§em, and many a luc* in stuwe. 350 
Wq was his cook, but if his sauce were 
poynaunt, and sharp, and redy al his ge,ere. 
His table dormaunt in his hall* alway 
stood redy covered al the longe day. 
At sessiouns th§r w r as he lgrd and sire; 355 

ful ofte-tyme he was kxvygYvX. oi \!afe ^t^. 

349. muwe=iaev*fc« 
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An anlaas, and a gipser al of silk 

Heeng at his girdel, whit as morne milk. 

A shirrev* hadd* he been and a countour; 

Was ngwher such a worthy vavasour. 360 

An Haberdassher£, and a Carpenter, 
a Webbe, a Dyere and a Tapycer 
wer* with us, clpthed all* in q lyv*ree, 
of *a solempn* and gr§§t fraternitee. 
Ful fressh and new* her g$ere apiked was: 365 

her knyves were ychaped noght with bras, 
but al with silver, wroght ful cl§n* and weel 
her* girdles and hir pouches ev*ryd§eL 
Wei semed ech of hem a fair burgeys, 
to sitten in a yeld*hall* on a deys. 370 

£"verich for the wisdom that he kan 
was shaply for to been an alderman. 
For catel hadde they ynough and rente, 
and §ek her wyves wold* it wel assente; 
and elles certeyn were they to blame: 375 

it is ful fair to been yclep*d ma dame, 
and for to gggn to vigils al bifgre, 
and hav* a mantel roiallich* ybgre. 

A Cook they hadde with hem for the ngnes, 
to boill* chiknes with the marybgnes, 380 

and poudre-marchaunt tart, and galyngale. 
Wel koud* he kngw* a draught* of London ale. 
He koude rggst*, and seth*, and boill*, and frye, 
mak-en mortrewes *and wel bak* a pye. 
But gre^t harm was it, as it thoghte me, 385 

that on his shyn* a mormal hadde he; 
for blankmanger, that mad* he with the beste. 

A Shipman was th§r, wonynge fei \^ wste\ 
for aught i wQQt, he was of T)eiteiao\iflcve» 
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He rggd upon a rouncy, as he kouthe, 390 

[clad] in a gown* of faldyng to the knee 

a dagger* hangyng* on a laas hadd* he 

about* his nekk* rarder his arm adoun. 

The hogte som*r hadd* maad his hew* a! broun; 

and certeinly he was a good felawe. 395 

Ful many a draught* of wyn he hadde drawe 

fro Burdeuxward, whil that the chapman sleep. 

Of nyce conscienc* took he no keep; 

if that he faught, and hadd* the hyer hond, 

by water he sent* hem hogm to ev*ry lgnd. 400 

But of his craft to reken* wel his tydes, 

his stremes and his daungers hym bisldes, 

his herberw*, and his moon*, his lgd*menage, 

th§r nas nggn swich from Hull* t5 Cartage. 

Hardy he was, and wys to undertake. 405 

With many a tempest hadd* his berd been shake; 

he knew wel all* the haven*s, as they were, 

fro Gggtlgnd to the Cap* of Fynystere, 

and ev*ry cryk* in Britaign* and in Spayne. 

His barg* ycl§ped was the Maudelayne. 410 

With us th§r was a Doctour of phisik, 
In al this world ne was th§r nggn hym lik 
to spek* of phisik and of surgerye; 
for he was grounded in astronomye; 
he kept* his pacient a ful gr§e,t de)^l 415 

In houres by his magyk natural; 
wel koude he fortunen the ascendent 
of his* ymages for his pacient. 
He knew the caus* of ev*rich maladye, 
w$r* it of hggt or cgld, or moyst*, or drye, 420 

and wh$re engendred, and cK ^YraX. Yros&rox \ 
he was a verray paint pia3L\SsQ\H\ 
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the caus* ykngw* and of his harm the roote, 

angn he yaf the sike man his boote. 

Ful redy hadd* he his* apothecaries 425 

to send* him drogges and his letuaries, 

for ech of hem mack oother for to wynne; 

hir frendship* nas nat newe to bigynne. 

Wei knew he th* glde Esctilapius 

and Deyscgrrdes, and §ek Rufus, 430 

gld* Ypocras, Haly, and Galyen, 

Serapign, Razis, and Avycen, 

Averrois, Damascien, and Constantyn, 

Bernard, and Gatesden, and Gilbertyn. 

Of his diete mesiirabl* was he, 435 

for it was of ng superfluitee, 

but of gr§§t norissyng, and digestible. 

His studio was but lltel on the Bible. 

In sangwyn and in pers he clad was al, 

lyn*ed with taffata and with sendal. 440 

And yet he was but esy of disperice; 

he kepte that he wan in pestilence; 

for g5ld in phisik is a cordial, 

therfgr* he loved* gold in special. 

A good wif was ther of biside Bathe; 445 

but she was som-d^l d§ef, and that was scathe. 
Of clggth-mak'yng she hadde swich an haunt, 
she passed hem of Ypres and of Gaunt. 
In al the parissh* wif ne was ther nggn 
that to th* offryng* bifgr* hir* sholde gggn; 450 

and if ther did*, certeyn sg wrggth was she, 
that she was out of alle charitee. 
Hir coverchiefs ful fyne were of ground; 
I dorste sw$re, they weyeden ten ^otc\&, 
that on a sond&y wer* upon Ynx Yi^&. ^ 
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Hir hgsen weren *of fyn scarlet r§ed 
ful streit* yteyd, and shoos ful moyst* and ne' 
bgold was hir fac*, and fair, and r§ed of hew 
She was a worthy wSmman al hir lyve. 
Housbgnd*s at chirche dgre she hadd* fyve, 
withouten oother compaignye in youthe; 
but thejof nedeth nat to spek* as nowthe. 
And thries hadd* she been at Jer«sal§m. 
She hadde passed many a straunge strem: 
at Rome she hadd* been, and at Boloigne, 
in Galley at Seint Jam*, and at Coloigne ; 
she koude much* of wandryng* by the weye. 
Gattothed was she, soothly for to seye. 
Upon an aumbler* §sily she sat, 
ywympled wel, and on hir h§ed an hat, 
as brood as is a bok*ler or a targe; 
a foot-man*tel about* hir hipes large, 
and on hir* feet a pair* of spares sharpe. 
In felaw*ship* wel koud* she laugh* and carp 
Of remedi*s of lov* she knew per chaunce, 
for of that art she koud* the plde daunce. 

A good man was th§r of religioun, 
and was a pgure Persoun of a toun ; 
But rich* he was of hooly thoght and werk. 
He was alsg a lerned man, a clerk, 
That Cristes gospel trew*ly wolde pr§che; 
his* parisshens devoutly wold* he t§che. 
Benygn* he was and wonder diligent, 
and in adversitee ful pacient; 
and swich he was ypreved ofte-sithes. 
Ful 199th were hym to cursen for his* tithes; 
but rather wold* he yeven ou\. ol &o\ft& 
unto his p9ure parisshens afooute, 
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of his offryng, and £§k of his substaunce ; 

he koudi in litel thyng haw suffisaunce. 490 

Wyd was his panssh*, and houses fer asonder; 

but he ne lafte nat for reyn ne thonder, 

in sikness* nor in meschief to visite 

the ferreste in his parisshi, much* and lite, 

upon his feet, and in his hond a staf. 495 

This npbk ensaumple to his sheep he yaf, 

that firsts he wroghte, and afterward he taughte. 

Out of the gospel he tho wordes caughte, 

and this figure he added §§k th§rto, 

that if gold ruste, what shal iren doo? 500 

For if a preest be foul, on whom we truste, 

np wonder is a l§wed man to ruste. 



Wei oghte a preest ensaumple for t5 yive 505 

by his cl§n*ness<?, how that his sheep shold* lyve. 

He sette nat his benefice to hyre, 

and leet his sheep encombred in the myre, 

and ran to London unto seinte Poules 

to seken hym a chaunterl* for spules, 510 

or with a bretherhed to been withhplde, 

but dwelt* at hppm, and kepte wel his fplde, 

sp that the wolf ne mad* it nat myscarie ; 

he was a shepherd* and no mercenarie. 

And thogh he hpply w§re, and vertuous, 515 

he was to synful men noght despitous, 

ne of his speche daungerous ne digne, 

but in his t^chyng discreet and benygne; 

to drawen folk to heven* by faimesse, 

by good ensaumple, was his bisyiftsae.. *** 
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But it w§r* any person* obstinat, 

what so he were, of high or lough estat, 

hym wold* he snybben sharply for the nonys. 

A bettre preest I trow* that nowher noon ys. 

He n* waited after pomp* ne reverence, 

ne maked him a spiced conscience; 

but Cristes loor* and his* Apostles twelve 

he taught*, but first he folwed it hymselve. 

With hym ther was a Plowman, was his brothe 
that hadd* ylad of dong ful many a fother. 
a trewe swynker* and a good was he, 
lyvyng* in p§es and parfit charitee. 
God 16v*d he best with al his hoole herte, 
at alle tymes, thogh him gam*d or smerte* 
and thann* his nighebor* right as hymselve. 
He wolde thressh* and therto dyk* and delve, 
for Cristes sak*, for ev*ry poure wight, 
withouten hir*, if it lay in his myght. 
His* tithes payed* "he ful fair* and wel, 
both* of his propre swynk and his catel. 
In a tabard he rood upon a mere. 
Th§r was also a rev*, and a millere, 
a somnour, and a pardoner also, 
a mauncipl*, and myself — ther wer* na mo. 

The Millerjb was a stout carl for the nones, 
ful byg he was of brawn and §ek of bones ; 
that proved wel, for ov*r al ther he cam, 
at wrastlyng* he wold* hav* alwey the ram. 
He was short-sholdred, brood, a thikke knarre; 
ther nas no dgr* that he nold* hev* of harre, 
or br$ke it at a rennyng with his h$ed. 
His bgrd as any sow* ot fc>* ^as *^*^ 
and thgrt6 brgod, as thog\\ tX W* *. «$&&&. 
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Upon the cop right of his nos<? he hade 
a werte, and th§ron stood a toft of he/ys, 555 

r§ed as the brtistles of a sowes §rys ; 
his* nosethirles blake w§r* and wyde. 
A swerd and bok*ler bar he by his syde. 
His mouth as wyd was as a gr§§t fbrneys. 
He was a jangler* and a goliardeys ; 56a 

and that was moost of synn* and harlotries. 
Wei koud* he stolen corn, and tollen thries ; 
and yet he hadd* a thomb* of gold pardee. 
A whit cot* and a blew hood wejed he. 
A baggepip* wel koud* he blow* and sowne, 565 
and th§r-with-al he broght* us out of towne. 
A gentil Mauncipljs was th§r of a temple, 
of which achatours myghte tak* exemple, 
for to be wis* in byyng* of vitaille ; 
for whether that he payd*, or took by taille, 570 

algat* he wayted sq in his achaat 
that he was ay bifgrn and in good staat. 
Now is nat that of God a ful fair grace, 
that swich a lewed mannes wit shal pace 
the wisdom of an h§§p of lerned men ? 575 

of maistres hadd* he mo than thries ten, 
that w§r* of law* expert and curious; 
of which* ther w§r* a duzeyn* in that hous, 
worthy to been styward*s of rent* and lpnd 
of any lord that is in Engelond, 580 

to mak* hym lyve by his propre good 
in honour dett*l§§s, 'but if he were wood, 
or lyv* as scarsly as hym list desire; 
and able for to helpen al a shire 
in any caas that myghte faYLe 01 Yte?p$fc — ^> 

and yet this mauncipk sett* Yiei sWfet cog^ 
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The Reve was a sclendre colerik man. 
His bejd was shav* as ny as ev*r he kan; 
his h§ej was by his eres round yshgrn; 
his top was dokked lyk a preest bifiprn. 590 

Ful longe were his legges and ful lene, 
ylyk a staf — ther was no calf ysene. 
wel koud* he kep* a gerner and a bynne; 
th§r was noon auditour koud* of him wynne. 
Wei wist* he by the droght* and by the reyn 595 
the yeldyng* of his seed and of his greyn. 
His lordes sheep, his n§§t, his dayerye, 
his swyn, his hors, his stoor, and his pultrye 
was hoolly in this reves g&vernyng, 
and by his cov*naunt yaf the rekenyng, 600 

syn that his lord was twenty y§er of age; 
th§r koud* no -man bryng* hym in arrerage. 
th§r nas baill'if, ne hierd*, ne oother hyne, 
that he ne knew his sleight* and his covyne; 
they were adrad of hym as of the d$§th. 605 

His wonyng was ful fair* upon an h§etib; 
with grene trees yshadwed was his place. 
He koude bettre than his lord purchace. 
Ful rich* he was astgred pryverp; 
his lord wel koud* he pl§sen siibtilly, 610 

to yev* and len* hym of his ow*ne good, 
and hav* a thank, and yet a gown* and hood. 
In youth* he lerned hadd* a good myster: 
he was a wel good wright*, a carpenter. 
This reve sat upon a ful good stot, 615 

that was al pom*ly grey, and highte Scot 
A lgng surcgt* of pers upon he hade, 
and by his syd* he baai a. TOSty \$a&&. 

610. sxfo\i\\7«su\$Vs. 
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Of Northfolk was this rev* of which T telle, 
biside a toun men clgpen Baldeswelle. 620 

Tukked he was, as is a frer*, aboute; 
and ev*r* he rood the hyndrest* of our* route. 
A Somnour was th§r with us in that place, 
that hadd* a fyr-r§§d cherubynnes face; 
for sawcefl§em he was, with yen narwe; 625 

with scalled browes blak*, and piled b§rd. 

Of his visage children were afigrd. 

Ther nas quyk-silver, lytarg*, ne brymstoon, 

boras, ceruc*, ne oill* of tartre nggn, 630 

ne oynement that wolde clens* and byte, 

that hym myght* helpen of the whelkes white, 

nor of the knobbes sittyng* on his chekes. 

Wei 16v*d he garleek, oynouns, and §ek lekes, 

and for to drynken strong wyn, r§§d as blood. 635 

Thann* wold* he spek*, and cri* as he wer* wood; 

and whan that he wel dr&nken hadd* the wyn, 

than wold* he speke no word but Latyn. 

A fewe termes hadd* he, two or thre, 

that he had lerned out of s&m decree; 640 

ng wonder is — he herd* it al the day; 

and §ek ye knowen wel how that a jay 

kan cl?pen Watt* as wel as kan the pope. 

But who so koud* in oother thyng hym grope, 

thann* hadd* he spent al his philosophic ; 645 

ay questio y quid juris wold* he crie. 
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And if he fggnd owner a good felawe, 
he wolde techen him to hav* noon awe 
in swich caas of the ercedekmes curs, 
but if a mannes soul* w§r* in his purs; 
for in his purs he shold* ypunyssh*d be; 
* purs is the ercedek*nes hell*/ seyde he. 
But wel I woot, he lyed right in dede: 
of cursyng oght* ech gilty man him drede; 
for curs wol sl§§, right as assoillyng savith; 
and also war him of a signtficdviL 
In daunger hadd* he at his ow*ne gise 
the yonge girles of the diocise, 
and knew hir conseil, and was al hir r§§d. 
A gerland hadd* he set upon his h§ed, 
as gr§§t as it were for an ale-stake; 
a bok*leer hadd* he maad him of a cake. 
With hym ther was a gentil Pardoner 
of Rouncival*, his freend and his compeer, 
that streight was comen frg the court of R6m< 
Ful loud* he soong com hider love id me. 
This Somnour bar to hym a stif burdoun ; 
was never* tromp* of half so gr§§t a soun. 
This Pardoner hadd* h§§r as yelw as wex, 
but smoth* it heeng as dooth a strike of flex ; 
by ounces heng* his* lokkes that he hadde, 
and the.rwith he his* shuldres pverspradde; 
but thynn* it lay by colpouns oon and 9911. 
But hood for jolitee ne w§red *he noon, 
for it was trussed up in his walet ; 
hym thoght* he rggd al of the newe jet; 
dlschevelee sav* his cappe Y\s ^Q^ ^ \ra». 
swiche glaryng* yen Yia&de \\a as ^ Y&«. 
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A vernycl* hadd* he sow*d upon his cappe. 685 

His walet lay biforn hym in his lappe, 

bretful of pardoun com* from Rom* al hoot. 

A voys he hadd* as smal as hath a gQQt. 

No berd hadd* he, ne never* sholde have ; 

as smoth* it was as it wer* late [y]shave. 690 

But of his craft ftp Berwyk into Ware, 

ne was ther swich another pardoner. 

For in his mal* he hadd* a pilwe-beer, 

which that he seyde was our* lady veyl; 695 

he seyd* he hadd* a gobet of the seyl 

[which] that seint Peter hadde, whan he wente 

upon the s§§, til Ihesu Crist hym hente. 

He hadd* a croys of latoun ful of stones, 

and in a glas he hadde pigges bones. 700 

But with thise relik*s, whanne that he fond 

a pgure persoun dwellyng* upon lond, 

upon a day he gat hym moor* moneye 

than that the persoun gat in monthes tweye. 

And thus with feyned flattery* and japes 705 

he mad* the persoun and the pepl* his apes. 

But trewely to tellen atte laste, 

he was in chirch* a nobl* ecclSsiaste; 

wel koud* he red* a lessoun or a storie; 

but alderbest he song an offertorie; 710 

for wel he wiste, whan that song was songe, 

he moste prech*, and wel affil* his tonge 

to wynne silver as he ful wel koude; 

th§r*fgr* he song the mtirierly and loude. 

698. Ihesu=jesu(d:$aezeeu). 
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VIII. 

PARDONER'S TALE. 

In Flaundres whilom was a compaignye 
of yonge folk, that haunteden folye, 
as riot, hasard, stewes, and tavernes, 
wher* as, with harpes, lutes, and gyternes, 
they daunc* and pley* at dys bgthe day and nygh 
and ete also, and drynken gv*r her myght, 
thurgh which they doon the devel sacrifise 
withinn* that dev*les temple in cursed wise, 
by superfluytee abomynable; 
her Qthes been so grete and so dampnable 
that it is grisly for to heer* hem swere : 
our* blessed Lordes body "they tot§re; 
hem thoghte Jewes rente hym noght ynough ; 
and ech of hem at 5th*res synne lough. 
This* riotoures thre, of which* I telle, 
long* ?rst §r prime rong of any belie 
were set hem in a tavern* for to drynke; 
and as they sat, they herd* a belle clynke 
biforn a cors, was caried to his grave ; 
that pon of hem gan callen to his knave : 
' gg bet/ quod he, ' and axe redily, 
what cors is this that passeth heer forby ; 
and look* that thou report* his name weel.' 
* Sir*/ quod this boy, ' it nedeth nev*r-a-d£§l : 
it was me toold fr ye cam heer tw5 houres. 
He was pardee an gld felaw* of youres 
and sodeynly he was yslayn tony^oX, 
fordronke as 'he sat on Yds bexicYv xrgn^vv, 
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th§r cam a privee theef, men cl§pen D$eth, 

that in this cohtree al the peple sleuth, 30 

and with his spere he smggt his hert* atufco, 

and went* his wey withouten wordes mg. 

He hath a thousand slayn this pestilence. 

And maister, er ye com* in his presence, 

me thynketh that it w§re necessarie 35 

for to be war of swich an adversarie : 

beth redy for to meet* hym ever*mggre ; 

thus taughte me my dam* — I sey na mggre.' 

'By seinte Marie/ seyd* this taverner, 

'the child seith sooth, for he hath slayn this y§$r 40 

henn* over a mil* withinn* a gr$$t village, 

bgth* man and womman, child, and hyn*, and page; 

1 trow*, his habitacioun be there. 

To been avysed gr§§t wysdom it were, 

er that he did* a man a dishonour.' 45 

C Y$, Goddes armes,' quod this notour, 

' is it swich peril with hym for to meete ? 
• I shal hym sek* by wey and §ek by strete, 

1 mak* avow to Goddes digne bgnes ! 

Herk*neth felawes, we thre been al gnes; 50 

lat exh of us hgld* up his hgnd til oother, 

and ech of us bicomen 6th*res brother, 
' and we wol sl^en this false traytour D§£th : 

he shal be slayn which that sg many sleuth 

by Goddes dignitee, er it be nyght ! ' 55 

Togidres han this* thre hir trouthes plight, 

to lyv* and dyen ech of hem for oother, 

as thogh he wer* his gw*n* ybgrne brother. 

And up they stirt*, al dronken in this rage, 

and forth they gggn towardes that \\\\ag<£ *** 

of which the taverner hadd* spgke \n£Qitv \ 

H 2 
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and many a grisly 99th thann* han they swprn 

and Cristes blessed body they torente — 

' De^th shal be d§ed, if that they may hym he: 

Whan they han gQpn nat fully half a mile, 
right as they wold* han troden gver a stile, 
ix{ 99H man and a p9ure with hem mette. 
This 9lde man ful mekely hem grette, 
and seyde thus, ' Now, l9rdes, God yow see ! ' 
The proudest* of this* riotoures three 
answerd* agayn, 'What, carl with sory grace, 
why artow al forwrapped saw thy face ? 
why lyvestow S9 l9ng* in S9 gr§§t age ? ' 
This 9lde man gan look* in his visage, 
and seyde thus, 'For I ne kan nat fynde 
a man, thogh that I walked into Ynde, 
neitrrer in citee nor in n9 village, 
that wolde chaung* his youthe for myn age; 
and therfipr* moot 1 han myn age stille, 
as l9nge tym* as it is Goddes wille. 
Ne d§§th, alias ! ne wol nat han my lyf. 
Thus walk* 1, lyk a restel§§s kaityf; 
and on the ground, which is my moodres gate 
i knokke with my staf §rly and late, 
and seye, ' leeve mooder, l§e.t me in ! 
lo, how 1 vanyssh*, flessh, and blood, and skyi 
alias ! whan shul my b9nes been at reste ? 
moo'der, with yow 1 wolde chaung* my cheste 
that in my chaumbre l9nge tym* hath be, 
y§, for an heyre clowt to wrappe me ! ' 
but yet to me she wol nat do that grace, 
for which ful pal* and welked is my face. 
but sires, to yow it is ng curteteye 
to spfken to an glA man Vueytv^e, 
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but he trespass* in word or el1*s in dede. 95 

In hggly writ ye may yourself wel rede, 

' agayns an gg\d man, h^r upon his h$ed, 

ye shold* aris*;' wherfpr* 1 yev* yow r§ed, 

ne dooth unto an ggld man nggn harm now, 

na mpgre than ye wold* men did to yow 100 

in age, if that ye s$ lgng* abyde; 

and God be with yow, wh§r* ye gg or ryde : 

1 moot gQ thider as 1 hav* to gg.' 

'Nay, plde cherl, by God, thou shalt nat sg' 

sey'de this oother hasardour anpn, 105 

' thou partest nat sg lightly, by Seint Jghn \ 

Thou spak right now of thilke traytour D^f th, 

that in this contree all* oure freendes sleuth. 

Hav* heer my trouth*, as thou art his espye, 

tell* wh§r* he is, or thou shalt it abye, no 

by God, and by the hggly sacrement! 

For soothly thou art ggn of his assent, 

to slfen us yonge folk, thou false theef ! ' 

1 Now sir*s/ quod he, ' if that yow be sg leef 

t5 fynde De^th, turn* up this croked wey, 115 

for in that grgv* i laft* hym, by my fey, 

mvder a tree, and lh§r* he wol* abyde : 

nat for your* bggst he w61* him ngthyng hyde. 

Se ye that 99k?— right ther* ye shal hym fynde. 

God save yow that boght* agayn mankynde, 120 

and yow amend*!,' thus seyd* this 9lde man. 

And ev*rich of this* riotoures ran, 
til he cam to that tree, and ther they founde 
of floryns fyn* of gold ycoyned rounde 
wel-ny an eighte busshels, as hem thoghte. ia^ 

Np lenger thaime after De^th they so^ofcfe, 
but (ch of hem sg glad was of tbaX. i\^X^^ 
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for that the floryns been so fair* and brighte, 
that doun they sett* hem by this precious hooi 
The worst* of hem he spak the firste word, 

' Brethren/ quod he, ' taak kepe what I sey 
my wit is gr§§t, thogh that I bourd* and pleye 
This tresor hath Fortun* unto us yiven, 
in myrth* and jolitee our* lyf to lyven, 
and lightly as it comth sg wol we spende. 
Ey, Goddes precious dignitee ! who wende 
today that we shold* han sg fair a grace ? 
but myght* this gold be caried frg this place 
hoom to myn hous, or elles unto youres — 
for wel ye wggt that al this gold is oures — 
thann* were we in high felicitee. 
But trewely by day* it may nat bee; 
men wolde seyn that we wer* thev*s strgnge, 
and for our* gw*ne tresor doon us hgnge. 
' This tresor moste ycaried be by nyghte, 
As wisly and as slyly as it myghte. 
Wh§rfgr* 1 red* that cut among us alle 
be draw*, and lat se wh§r the cut wol falle. 
And he that hath the cut with herte blithe 
shal renne to the town, and that ful swithe, 
and bryng* us brged and wyn ful prively. 
And two of us shul kepen siibtilly 
this tresor wel ; and if he wol nat tarie, 
whan it is nyght we wol this tresor carie 
by ogn assent wh§r* as us thynketh best/ 
That gon of hem the cut broght* in his fest, 
and bad hem draw*, and look* whej* it wol fal 
and it fil on the yongest* of hem alle ; 
and forth toward the to\m Vie ^exvu *wy&. 
And al sg soone as that Vie N^as £<yc\, 
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that gon of hem spak thus unto that oother, 

' Thow kngwest wel thou art my swgrn* brother ; 

thy profit w&l 1 telle thee anon. 

Thou wggst wel that our* felaw* is agon, 

and heer* is gold, and that ful gr$$t plentee, 165 

that shal departed been among us thre. 

But nathele.£S, if i kan shap* it so 

that it departed w§r* amgng us two, 

* 

hadd* i nat doon a freendes torn to thee ? ' 

That oother answerd*, *i nggt hou that may be: 170 

he wggt how that the gold is with us tweye ; 

what shal we doon? what shal we to hym seye? 

'Shal it be conseil?' seyd* the firste shrewe, 

'and I shal tellen thee in wordes fewe, 

what we shal doon, and bryng* it wel aboute. 175 

6 1 graunte/ quod that oother, ' out of doute 

that by my trouth* I shal thee nat biwreye.' 

' Now ' quod the firste, ' thou wggst wel we be tweye,, 

and two of us shul strenger be than ggn. 

Look* whan that he is set, and right anggn 180 

arys, as thogh thou woldest with hym pleye, 

and I shal ryv* hym thurgh the sydes tweye, 

whil that thou strog*lest with hym as in game; 

and with thy dagger* look* thou do the same. 

And thann* shal al this gold departed be, 185 

my deere freend, bitwixen me and thee. 

Thann* may we bgth* our* lustes al fulfille, 

and pley* at dys right at our* gw*ne wille.' 

and thus acorded been this* shrewes tweye 

To slgen the thridd*, as ye han herd me seye. 190 

This yongest*, which that went* unto the toun, 
ful oft* in hert* he rolleth up arvd douw 
the beautee of this* floryns new fcxA\>Tv^fc % - 
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1 g, lgrd/ quod he, ' if sg w§r* that I myghte 

hav* al this tresor to my self allgne, 

ther is ng man that lyv*th wrder the trone 

of God that sholde lyv* sg miiry* as I ! ' 

And atte last* the feend, our* enemy, 

putt* in his thoght that he shold* poysoun beye, 

with which he myghte sl§en his* felaw*s tweye ; 

forwhy the feend fggnd hem in swich lyvynge 

that he hadd* leve hem t5 sorwe brynge ; 

for this was outrely his full* entente, 

to sl§en hem bpth*, arid never* to repente. 

And forth he gggth — ng lenger wold* he tarie — 

into the toun, unto a pothecarie, 

and preyde hym that he hym wolde selle 

som poysoun, that he myght* his* rattes quelle ; 

and ?ek ther was a pglcat in his hawe, 

that, as he seyd*, hise capouns hadd* yslawe, 

• and fayn he wolde wrek* hym, if he* myghte, 
on vermyn that destroyed hym by nyghte. 
The pothecari* an'swerd*, 'and thou shalt have 
a thyng that, alsp God my squI* save, 
in al this world th§r is ng creature 
that ete or dronk* hath of this confiture 
noght but the mountaunc* of a corn of whete, 
that he ne shal his Iff angn forlete : 
y§, sterv* he shal, and that in lasse while 
than thou wolt gggn a paas nat but a mile; 
this poysoun is sg string and violent/ 

This cursed man hath in his hgnd yhent 
this poysoun in a box, and sith he ran • 
into the nexte stret*, unto a man, 
and borwed of hym large \>ote\s VtoxV. 

and in the two his poysoun pooxe& ^ \ 
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the thridd* he kepte clene for his drynke. 

for al the nyght he shoop hym for to swynke 

in carying* of the gold out of that place. 

And whan this notour, with sory grace, 230 

hadd* filled with wyn his* grete hotels thre, 

to his* felaw*s agayn repaireth he. 

What nedeth it to sermons of it mggre ? 
for right as they hadd* cast his dgetii bifggre, 
right sg they han hym slayn, and that angn. 235 

And whan that this was doon, thus spak that ggn, 
' now lat us situ and drynk*, and mak* us merie, 
and afterward we wol his body bene.' 
And with that word it happed hym par cas 
to tak* the botel th§r the poysoun was, 240 

and drank, and yaf his felaw* drynke alsg, 
for which angn they storven bgthe two. 

But certes 1 suppgs* that Avycen 
wrggt never* in ng canoun n* in ng fen 
mg wonder signes of empoisonyng 245 

than hadd* this* wrecches two §r her endyng. 
Thus ended been this* homycides two, 
and §ek the fals* empoysonere alsg. 
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The order is alphabetical, except that words beginning with the pre- 
fix^- must be sought under their root : y thrived under /, eta 



abaischen, abash, 
abyen, atone for, suffer for. 
achat, purchase, 
achatour, buyer, 
acloyen, lame, embarrass. 
a-drad, afraid, 
affile, file, polish. 
51, awl. 

alder-best, best of all. 
alder-next, next, nearest of all. 
ale-stake, sign-post, 
al-gate, always. 
Alisaundre, Alexandria, 
also, as ; also, 
anlas, dagger. 

an-gn, anon, at once ; forth- 
with, 
apiked, trimmed, 
aray, array ; magnificence (in 

dress and armour), 
arive, landing (of troops), 
arrerage, arrears, 
aspyen, espy. 

assent, consent, conspiracy, 
assoillen, absolve, 
assoilling, absolution, 
attempre, tempered, mild, 
atte = at the. 
atyr, ornament. 
Austyn, St. Augustine. 
auter, altar. 

avauncen, advance, profit, 
avauntour, boaster, 
a venture, chance, adventure. 
avlsement, deliberation. 
aviaen, contemplate, consider. 
reflex, consider. 
avouterle, adultery. 



avow, vow. 

axen, ask ; call for, provoke. 

balled, bald. 

bawdryk, belt. 

beggestere, beggar. 

Beneit, Benedict. 

bente, meadow. 

be-setten, beset; apply, em- 
ploy, utilise. 

bet, better. 

be-wreyen, betray. 

beyen, buy. 

bit, pres. indie, 3 sg. 0/" bidden. 

bode, offer ; announcement, 
message. 

bolden, become bold. 

bone, request, wish. 

boras, borax. 

bote, remedy. 

bourden, jest. 

bracer, arm-guard. 

brawn, muscle. 

bret-ful, brimful. 

bryd, young bird ; bird. 

blenden, blind. 

blent, see blenden. 

bukke, he-goat ; buck, stag. 

burdoun, burden, accompani- 
ment (of a song) ; base. 

burgeys, burgess, citizen. 

buxumnesse, obedience, cheer- 
fulness. 

bylder, builder. 

Qaxeyna, qktot&a, carrion, 
corpse. 
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oarpen, talk, 
ceint, girdle, 
ceruce, white lead. 
jsohaped, inlaid. 
onaunterie, chantry, endow- 
ment for chanting mass, 
chere, countenance, appearance; 

state of mind,cheer; behaviour; 

friendliness, friendly reception. 
cheaen, choose, 
chevyssaunce, loan, 
chyvaohie, military expedition, 

campaign. 
clarre, sweet, spiced wine, 
clfpen, call ; name. 
clerk, scholar. 
oolde, coldness, chill, 
colpoun, shred, bundle. 
ednseil, advice ; deliberation ; 

secret. 
c6nye, rabbit. 
cope, a priest's cloak, 
cop, tip. 

edrage, heart, spirit, disposition. 
coat, condition, nature — ' for np 

cost,' in no way, on no account, 
oouohen, lay ; trim, prepare, 

finish. 
countour, auditor, controller, 
countre-ff ten, imitate. 
courtepy, short cloak, 
cdvine, deceit. 
crafty, skilful. 
crasen, break. 
eriatofre, brooch, 
crokke, pot 
oroya, cross, 
oral, curly. 
cryke, creek. 

ounnyng, knowledge, skill. 
cure, care, 
cut, lot. 

daliannoe, gossip. 

dame, lady, dame — ' my d.,' my 

mother, 
daunger, control, authority ; 

danger. 
daungeroua, arrogant 
dayea-ye, daisy. 



defaut, failure, fault. 
degrd, rank ; manner, 
delicasye, luxury, daintiness, 
delyvere, active, agile, 
departen, divide, share, 
depeynten, cover with paint- 
ings ; paint, 
deapitoua, merciless, unkind, 
desport, sport, play, liveliness. 
devisen, tell, describe. 
deys, dais, platform, 
dlgne, dignified, proud, reserved, 
diachevele, with loose hair.. 
dispence, expenditure. 
diatraynen, strain, pull. 
don, do ; cause, have. 
dre.dful, timid ; terrible, 
dryen, suffer, 
droghte, drought, dryness. 
dyken, dig a ditch. 

egge, edge. 
9k, §ke, also, 
ellea, else. 
emperice, empress. 
en-buashen, seek shelter in the 

bushes. 
entente, attention ; intention ; 

state of mind, will ; opinion, 
entre-mea, entremets; interval, 
entremgten, refl. meddle with, 
entriken, confuse, trouble, 
envyen, envy ; emulate, strive, 
envyned, stored, provided with 

wine, 
eroe-deken, arch -deacon, 
errour, error, uncertainty. 
e. 8en, make easy, accommodate, 
eapie, spy. 
estatlioh, estatly, steady ; 

stately. 
§sy, moderate. 
eyre, air. 

facound, eloquent, 
facounde, eloquence. 
fadme, fathom, yard, 
faldyng, coarse &o!ft\.. 
f arson, stuft. 
fele, many. 
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fen, chapter. 

ferde, see feren. 

fere, companion ; mate. 

feren, go ; fare, behave. 

feme, distant. 

ferre, farther. 

ferrest, farthest, most distant. 

ferthyng, farthing ; small por- 
tion, speck. 

fest, fist, hand. 

fetis, well-made, neat, elegant. 

flaume, flame. 

fles, fleece. 

fleten, float. 

fonden, try. 

for-beden, forbid. 

for-by, prp. past. 

for loyne, halt. 

formel, female of a bird of prey, 
mate. 

forpTned, worn out with tor- 
ments, wasted away, worn out. 

forward, agreement. 

for-wery, overtired, very weary. 

fother, load. 

fot-hot, * foot-hot/ impatient to 
start. 

foul, fowel, bird. 

founden, found, build. 

frankeleyn, squire. 

galentyne, kind of sauce. 

galyng&le, the root of sweet 
cyperus. 

gamen, play — 'him gamed/ he 
was happy. 

gan, see ginnen. 

gat-tothed, with teeth wide 
apart. 

gauden, adorn. 

Gaunt, Ghent. 

geaunt, giant. 

gent, noble, elegant, accom- 
plished. 

gere, gear, instruments, appa- 
ratus. 

gerfaucoizn, gerfalcon. 
Gernade, Granada. 
garner, garner, cornloft. 
ginnen, begin. 



gipser, pouch. 
girl, young man or w 
gise, manner, way. 
gnddden, rub. 
gobet, piece, 
goliardeys, spunger. 
graunten, agree, 
grevaunce, injury, a: 
greve, grove. 
grgpen, feel, grope ; 
ground, ground, bott< 

tion, texture, 
grys, (grey) fur. 
gypoun, jacket, 
gyterne, guitar. 

habergeoun, small c< 
halen, draw, attract. 
halowen, halloo, < 

shouts. 
hals, neck, 
halwe, saint. 
hardily, certainly. 
harlotrie, looseness 

nesse; buffoonery, 
harneisen, equip, 
harre, hinge, 
hasardour, gamester 
haunt, practice, skill, 
haunten, follow afte 
hawe, enclosure, yart 
hei-sugge, hedge-spj 
hele, healing, health. 
henne, hence, 
henten, seize, take he 
herberwe, harbour. 
herde, keeper of cs 

herd, 
hert, hart, 
han —haven, have, 
hette, see hoten. 
heyre, adj., of horsel 
highte, see hoten. 
holm, holm-oak. 
holt, wood, 
honest, becoming, pi 
hoten, be named. 
'noxxnA., ta^\ WqxmL 
"hxnite , Ykh&ks . 
"by on, YvasXea.. 
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hyne, farm-servant. 

ilke, same. 
inne, adv., in. 

jangler, talker, babbler. 
j&pe> jest, trick. 
jet, style, fashion, 
jnsten, joust, tilt, engage in a 
tournament. 

kan, knows ; can. 

karf, see kerven. 

ken = kyn, race, family — ' al 
ken,' mankind, everyone. 

kepen, keep ; keep clear (of 
pirates), guard ; watch. 

kerven, cut ; carve. 

knarre, knot in wood ; a thick- 
set man. 

knave, boy, servant. 

knetten, =knytten, knit, join. 

korven, see kerven. 

kyd, ptc . prt. of kythen, make 
known. 

kyxide, nature ; kind. 

larfLde, pret. of 1§ den ' lead.' 

laStoe, pret. gfleyen 'leave.' 

lambyssh, Iamb-like. 

l&s, lace, thong. 

latoun, kind of brass. 

lsunde, glade, lawn. 

laurer, laurel. 

lazar, leper. 

1^ den, lead ; convey, cart. 

leren, teach; learn. 

lesen, lose, destroy. 

lest (=lust), pleasure. 

letten, hinder ; abstain. 

Lettow, Lithuania. 

letuarie, electuary. 

lewed, lay(man). 

listen — 'him liste,' he desired, 

it was his humour to. . . 
litestere, dyer. 
lode-menage, pilotage. 
ldve-dayes, love-days, days for 

settling disputes amicably, 

without lawsuits. 



luce, pike. 

lust, desire ; pleasure, enjoyment. 
lykerons, luxurious, lecherous, 
lymere, greyhound, 
lymytour, mendicant friar. 

maistrie, mastery, superiority — 

' for the m.,' preeminently. 
m&ke, mate. 

male, trunk, portmanteau, 
maunciple, manciple, caterer, 
mode, reward, wages ; bribery. 
m§ nen, complain ; mean, 
merlioun, merlin, 
meschef, misfortune, 
messagerie, message-carrying, 

pandering, intrigue. 
met, see mgten. 
mgten, dream, pers. and impers. 
meven, move, 
mormal, sore, gangrene, 
mette, prt. of meten, 'dream,' 

and of meten, 'meet.' 
morne-milk, morning- milk. 
mortrewes, a kind of soup, 
mot, signal, 
mot, must. 

mountaunce, amount, 
muwe, me we, coop for fattening 

fowls, 
myssen, miss, fail, 
myster, craft, profession, trade. 

na, no, not. 

na-the-leg s, nevertheless. 

ne, neither — 'ne . . ne,' neither 

. . nor. 
Nembrot, Nimrod. 
nget, cattle. 

n§ ver-a-df § 1, not at all. 
nones — 'for the n./ for the 

nonce, on the occasion. 
Northfolk, Norfolk, 
nose-thirles, nostrils. 
noot=ne woot. 
note, melody. 
notrb.^d t cra^cfta&L. 
ULOwfhs, ncror — * **^ \oak , *ss« 
nyl, -m\\ nek. 
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offrynge, offering in the church 

on Relic-Sunday, 
oft 3-sI the s, often, 
ones, of one mind ; once. 
9re-welle, Orwell, the port of 

Harwich, 
other, or. 

outrely, utterly, entirely. 
outrage, luxury. 
over-shaken, overcome, 
over-sheten, overshoot, pass. 

paien, please, content ; pay. 

par cas, by chance. 

parcel, portion ; detail, account. 

par-de, by God.. 

pardoner, seller of indul- 
gences. 

parnt, perfect. 

parvys, portico of St. Paul's 
(where the lawyers met). 

p&8, pace — 'gon a p.,' go at a 
foot-pace. 

paye, satisfaction. 

pers, grey cloth. 

persoun, priest. 

peynen, trouble-*—' peyned hire/ 
took trouble, endeavoured. 

peynten, depict, paint. ** 

piled, bald. 

piler, pillar, column. 

pilwe-ber, pillow-case. 

pipere, piper. 

pitaunee, allowance of food. 

pl§, plea, argument. 

pletyng, pleading. 

pleyn, full. 

pleyn, playn, flat, smooth, 
straight. 

pleynly, plainly, clearly. 

po-kok, peacock. 

pomely, dappled. 

popynjay, parrot. 

poraille, poor people. 

post, post, pillar, support. 

pothec&rie, apothecary. 
poudre-marchAunt, flavouring 

powder, a kind of cuiry 

powder, 
pownage, tax, impost. 



poynaunt, 

piquant. 
presse, prgs< 

crowd, 
preven, prove 
prika80ur, (sp 
prikyng, (spur 
prime, nine o' 
prive, private, 
proces, course 
Priice, Prussia 
prjrs, renown, i 
pulled, moulti 
purchas, gair 

begging). 
purcha80ur, p 
purchasyng, p 
purfilen,embr< 
purtreyen, dra 
pynchen, pine 

fault with. 

que lien, kill. 
querne, hand-i 
quiten, requite 
quod, quoth. 

radde, s. reden 
ragen, play, ro 
rape, hurry, ha 
raughte, s. r§c 
rgchen, reach ; 
re-chasen, dri\ 
recchen, reck, 
r§d, advice ; oj 
reden, advise, 
relayes, fresh s 
rente, income, 
replicacioun, ; 
reste, rest — ( \v\ 
to reste,' whe 
reste (had set 
reve, bailiff. 
reverence, resp 
reule, rule. 
reysen, make a 
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rote, a kind of harp, 
rouncy, nag. 
Race, Russia, 
ruddok, redbreast, 
rusen, rase. 
ryven, pierce. 

sad, sober, steady, settled. 

sangwyn, red cloth. 

sautrie, psaltery, a kind of 
stringed instrument. 

sawce-ilgem, having a red, 
pimpled face. 

scalled, scurfy. 

scarsly, sparingly, frugally. 

science, knowledge, learning. 

sooleyen, go to the University, 
study. 

scryveyn, scribe. 

se., sea — ' the Grete Se,,' Medi- 
terranean. 

seore, secret ; discreet. 

semy-cope, a monk's cape. 

sen, see — *God yow se,' may 
God protect you. 

sendal, a kind of silk. 

sentence, meaning. 

servysable, ready to be of ser- 
vice, helpful. 

set = setteth. 

sethen, boil* stew. 

shapen, shape, create ; devise — 
' shoop him, 1 intended. 

shaply, of good shape, shapely ; 
fitted, fit. 

sheld, shield ; (French) crown. 

shenden, put to shame ; injure, 
spoil. 

shine, bright, beautiful. 

sheter, shooter. 

shir-reve, (shire-reeve), sherriff. 

shof, see shouven. 

shoop, see shapen. 

shouven, push. 

schrewe, villain. 

schriven, sv. 6, shrive, confess. 

sith, afterwards, then. 

BkU, discernment, sagacity, 
reason, reasoning. 
Bkylfully, reasonably. 



slit,/??. <7/"slIden, slides, 
smal, narrow ; small, 
smerte, sharply, 
smerten, hurt, smart — ' him 

smerte/ he was unhappy, 
snewen, snow, 
snybben, rebuke, 
soleyn, solitary, alone. 
s5m-dgl, somewhat, 
sfimnour, summoner, apparitor, 
strike, hank, 
stronge, strongly, 
stroyer, destroyer, 
stuwe, stewe, fish-pond, 
swich, such, 
swote, sweet, 
swough, swoon, 
swough, sound, 
swynk, swynken, labour, toil, 

trouble. 
swynkere, labourer, 
soth, true ; truth — ' for s.' in 

truth, certainly, 
soun, sound, 
sounen, sound, 
space, space, occasion, 
sparen, spare ; abstain, 
spar-hank, sparrow-hawk, 
stenten ( = stinten), stop, 
sterre, star, 
sterry, starry, 
stg p, steep, deep, 
sterven, die. 
steven, voice, 
stirten, start. 
stot, stallion, 
streit, narrow, strict, 
swythe. strongly, very ; quickly, 
syk, sigh, 
syn, since, because. 

tabard, sleeveless coat, smock 

frock, 
table dormaunt, a standing 

table, table always ready, 
taffata, taffety, a kind of thin silk, 
tallage, impost, 
taille— *lok \y? N.^ ^^ «^ 

credit. 
tapicex, u\>\io\sfcewx« 
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tempesten, reflex, trouble one- 
self. 

tercel, terslet, male eagle or 
hawk. 

termynen, determine, settle. 

than, then. 

then, prosper. 

Shewed — ' wel ith.,' of good 
morals, virtuous. 

thorp, village. 

thridde, third. 

thries, thrice. 

throwe, moment. 

tollen, take toll, payment. 

top, crown of head. 

to-renden, tear in pieces. 

tretys, well shaped. 

trdmpe, trumpet. 

tukked, tucked, coated. 

typet, hood, cowl. 

un-commytted, unfulfilled. 
ungrdbbed, not dug round, 
un-korven, unpruned. 
unnethe, not easily, scarcely. 
unto, unto ; untill. 
usage, habit. 

valence, a fine cloth. 

vavasour, squire, country 
gentleman. 

venerie, hunting. 

vernycle, an ornament ; a mi- 
niature picture of Christ. 

vileynye, brutality, anything 
ungentlemanly. 



w&ker, watchf 
waren, warn. 
wastel — 'w. b 
waxen, grow. 
wayten, watch 
webbe, weavei 
welde, strong. 
welk, pret. ofy 
wenen, think. 
were, weir, 
what, what ; 

what,' partly 
whelk, pimple 
wher = wheth 
whilom, form* 

time, 
why, why — ' fc 
ywyrcrpled, wi 
wisly, certain! 
wissen, direct, 
with-holden, i 
wod, woad. 
w&nder, wond 
wdrthy, of hi 

guished. 
wot, knows, 
wrastlyng, wr 
wreker, avengt 
wympel, cover 

yeddyng, recit 
yeman, yeomai 
yerde, rod ; so 
yet, yet, beside 
yore, long ago, 
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beck, D.D., Music Master in Westminster School, and R. F. Dale, M.A., 
B. Mus., late Assistant Master in Westminster School. . Crown 8vo. is, 6d, 

Tyrwhitt. A Handbook of Pictorial Art, By R. St J. Tyrwhitt, 
M.A. With coloured Illustrations, Photographs, and a chapter on Perspective 
by A. Macdonald. Second Edition, . . . 8vo. half morocco, iSs, 

XJpcott. An Introduction to Greek Sculpture. By L. E. Upcott, 
■M.A. Crown 8vo. 4s. 6d. 

♦ ♦ 



Student's Handbook to the University and Colleges of Oxford. 
Eighth Edition, ........ Extra fcap. 8vo. as, 6d, 

Kelps to the Study of the Bible, taken from the Oxford Bible for 
Teachers, comprising Summaries of the several Books, with copious Explanatory 
Notes and Tables illustrative of Scripture History and the Characteristics of 
Bible Lands ; with a complete Index of Subjects, a Concordance, a Dictionary 
of Proper Names, and a series of Maps. .... Crown 8vo. 3*. 6d. 



\* A Reading Room has been opened at the Clarendon Press 
Warehouse, Amen Corner, where visitors will find every facility 
for examining old and new works issued from the Press, and for 
consulting all official publications. 



$tT All communications relating to Books included in this List, and 
offers of new Books and new Editions, should be addressed to 

The Secretary to the Delegates, 
Clarendon Press, 



MASTERPIECES OF THE FRENCH DRAMA. 



-++- 



Corneille. Horace, With In- 
troduction and Notes by George 
Saintsbury, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 
zs. 6d. 

Moliere. Les Pr/cieuses Ridi- 
cules. With Introduction and Notes by 
Andrew Lang, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 
is. 6d. 

Racine. Esther. Edited by 

George Saintsbury, M.A. Extra fcap. 

8VO. 2S. 



Beaumarohais. Le Barbier 

de Seville. With Introduction and 
Notes by Austin Dobson. Extra 
fcap. 8vo. as. 6d. 

Voltaire. Mfrope. Edited 

by George Saintsbury M.A. Extra 
fcap. 8vo. as. 

Musset. On ne badine pas 

avec V Amour, and Fantasia. With 
Introduction, Notes, etc, by Walter 
Herries Pollock. Extra fcap.8vo.2j. 



The set of Six Volumes, bound in Imitation Parchment, and fitted in a Paste 
Gram Leather Case, with Catch Lock, price 12s. 6d. complete. 



FORTHCOMING EDUCATIONAL WORKS. 



Cicero. The Calilinarian 

Orations. Edited, with Introduction 
and Notes, by E. A. Upcott, M.A. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. [Just ready.] 

Virgil. The Eclogues. Edited 

by C. S. Jerram, M.A. Extra fcap. 
8vo. [Just ready.] 

Demosthenes. Olynihiacs and 

Philippics. Edited by Evelyn Ab- 
bott, M.A. 

Lysias. The Epitaphios. 

Edited by F. J. Snell, B.A. 

Plato. Apology. Edited by 

St. George Stock, M.A. [Just ready.] 



Herodotus, Book IX. Edited 

by Evelyn Abbott, M.A. [Just ready.] 

Homer. Odyssey. Book I. 

Edited by W. W. Merry, D.D. 

A Second Anglo - Saxon 

Reader. By Henry Sweet, M.A. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 

A Text-Book of Algebra. By 

W. S. Aldis, M.A. Crown 8vo. I Just 
ready.] 

Geometry in Space. By R. C. 

J. Nixon, M.A. 



HonDon : henry frowde, 

Oxford University Press Warehouse, Amen Corner. 
<£D(nburgi) : 6 Queen Street. 
& rforO : Clarendon Pbless Depository, 
116 High Si*kb.t. 
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